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The INTRODUCTION. 
g.1 Þ ace out for a fit ſubject of Me- 


ditation at a Funeral, I ſaw it had 

beenthe great Wiſdom of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church of Ergland,(than which TI knew 
nothing Wiſer, and whoſe Appointments I 
ever thought 1t my greateſt Wiſdom to ob- 
ſerve,)that the ſame Portions of holy Scripture, 
which tend to Eſtabliſh us 1n the Belief of our 
Lord's Bodily Refarrefion, and of our Own, 
ſhould (till be Read at the Solemnity of Af! 
Chriſtian Burials. Beſides, I {ti]} found the beſt 
and pyeateſi Comfort I could adminiſter cither 
to Others or to my ſelf, at the Funerals of the 
Beſt and the Greateſt Friends, aroſe from this 
Conſideration, ( being ſufhciently —_— 
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The INTRODUCTION. | 
and dwelt upon,)That Zeſus. Chriſt being Riſer. 

would Raiſe Us alſo from the Dead. A Subject 
equally in; Scaſon both: at a Funeral and a. 
Feaſt ; at a Solemn Time of Mourning, and 
holy Mirth. Very ſuitable to a Funeral ac 
any ſcaſon of the Year,but more ſuitable than 
at any, to. One at Faſter; becauſe the Bleffed- 
neſs,and Goednels,and Deſirableneſsof Death, 
to ſuch as die in the Lord unto whom they liv'd, 
does not only-confiſt in This, That they Reſt. 
from their Labours (1t 1s not only Good as the 
End of Evil,) but 1n This moſt eſpecially, That 
their Death 1s but the Door to a Life of Glo- 
ry, and that the laſt Day of their Lives is but. 
the Firſt of their Immortality. So that the 
Benefit of their Death hes chiefly wrapt up 
in a Reſurre&tion. This is the Ground and 
Foundation of every Pious Man's Comfort in 
All his Sufferings. And as ſuch 'twas recom- 
mended by Paul the Aged to his Sor: Timothy, 
as an Amulet or Preſervative to be ſtill carri- 
cd about him, and apply'd by True Faith up- 
on All Occaſions. Remember that Feſus Chriſt 
was raiſed from the Dead. (2 Tim. 2. 8.) For if 
we be Dead with him,we ſhall alſo live with him, 
(v.11.) if we ſuffer, we ſhall reign, (v. 12.) The 
ſame Receipt or Prophylactick he carefully 
preſcribes to the Theſſalonians. For — let 
-_ orth 
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forch the Method of our Lord's ſecond Com- 
ing to judge the World, Deſcending from Heas- 
ven with a ſhout, with the voice of the Archangel, 
and with the Trump of God, when the Dead in 
Chriſt ſhall Riſe firſt, and the Faithful yet living 
ſhall be caught up with them in the Clouds, 10 : Ther ,,16, 
meet the Lord in the Air, and ſo ſhall be ever '” 
with the Lord; he concludes with a Wherefore, v.18. 
Comfort one another with-theſe words. St. Peter 
alſo in his Epiſtle to the New Chriſtians of 
the Diſperſion, begins with Thankſgiving to 
God Almighty for having begotten us into a 
lively and a never-dying Hope, by and through 
the- ReſurreAion of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead: te. . 3. 
which there he lays as the Foundation of all 
their Unſpeakable and Glorious Foy; amidſt the ».2. 
various Tribulations, (v.6.) which as Follow- 
ers of Chriſt they were ſure to ſuffer. And 
what was Fhe Saving of their Souls he ſer be- 
fore them for their Incouragement, But zhe 
Reward of their Faith 1n the Reſurre&ion ? v.5. 
So Tertullian's pious Deſcant upon St. Paul's 
Chriſtian Caveat concerning. Them which are 
aſleep, that we ſorrow-not as others who have no 
hope; 1s built upon the fole Ground of a Re- 
ſurreAion ; and 1s as rational, as 'tis ingenious. 
Cur enim doleas, of ta non credis ? cur im- 

f 


patienter feras ſubduum, quem credis Reverſas Tertt. de 
- "£4FIER, £.9- 
r2em 


Talts eft Sapt- 
entts animus. 


quali Mexdi x the ſtate of the World. above the Moon; 


obnox1ous to the leaſt ſhadow of Cloud 
or Zempeſt. And therefore at the Excquics of 


(latus ſupra 
lunam. Sem- TICVCE 
per i0ic Sere- 
num ef}. Sen. 


| Ep. 59. 


The INTRODUCTION. 
rum? Profectio efl,quam credis mortem;&cc. © Why 


<ſhould any-man grieve at a Friend's Depar- 
ture, whom he believes not to have periſhed, 
« but to have been tranflated only, or for a 
< certain time withdrawn? What we common- 


«*Iy call Death, is nothing more than a Re- 


<maval from Place to Place: and why ſhould 
*<any one repine at a Friend's gozug Before to 
'<*a ſtate of Blis whom he hearuly prays, and 


«hopes, and cxpects to Follow ? we contumeli- 


* oy uſe our Saviour,when we deplore their 


*Condition whom he hath called unto him- 
*{clf; or when we envy Their ſtate of Lite, 
*which 1s vaſtly happicr than our own. Cupio 


©* diffolui, and God's will be done, is, or ſhould 
© be,every True Chriſtian's Vote: and why ſhould 
any man gricve, that his Prayers arc Heard ? 


9.2, From which Deſcant of Zertullian, in 
full accordance with St. Paul, It remains that 


a good Chriſtian, who lives by Faith, 1s to cn- 


joy m his own mind as full Acquickcence and 
Serenity, as that of Sezeca's Wile man 1s ſup- 
posd to. be; which he compares, not unfitly, 


ſuch as ſeep in Chriſt Zefus, (bethey the Dear 


eſt 
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eſt and Beſt of Friends,) Nothing can be more 
in Seaſon, than That exhortative of St. Paul 
ro the Theſſalonians, ( in his x Epiſtle and 5. 
Chapter ) Rejoyce evermore, And in every thing 
give Thanks. Rejoyce evermore ('v.16.) as well 
in Aflition.as in Proſperity ; And in every thing 
give Thanks, (v.18.) not only in the Beft, bur 
the Worſt Condition. Hard ſayings at the firſt 
Hearing ; Bur ſuch as other Scriptures have 
ſoftned to us. Rejoyce evermore; that.is con- 
firmed: by our Saviour, Matt. 5. 12. And in: 
every thing give Thanks; That 1s ſeconded by 
St, Peter, 1 Pet. 4.13, 14, 16. 

9.3. This Flower of Paradiſe ( pretended to: 
by the old Storcks.as a.thing growing in their 
own Garden, though no wherc obtainable out 
of Chriſt's,) can. never flouriſh or. be well 
Rooted, unleſs 1t- be in the Love, and the Faith 
of Chriſt : i= Love without Difſimulation, and 
Faith - unfeigned. Such a Faith as 1s the Evi- 
dence of things not. ſeen; and the. Subſtance of 
things hoped for : and the Victory which over- 


cometh the World ; that is, the World of Tem- 


ptations, or the Temptations of the World ; 
the Enmity, and Friendſhip ; the Pains, and 
Pleaſures; the frowns,and fayours ; the frights, 
and flatterics z the Croſles, and Injoyments ; 


the Pomps, and Vamitics of the World. on 
tnat 


... A manifold Provf of Ch.I. 
that a True Chriſtian Faith 1s {till Vidorious over 
All Theſe, is proved already by One Induftion 
in the Eleventh Chapter to-the- Hebrews ; and 
may beproved by another, to wit, a Vaſtly 
Great Number of Saints, and'Confefſors, and 
Martyrs, whom the-Annals of the World,and 
eſpecially of the'Church, do- oblige-us with. 
And as there's no Sounder Arguing. than Ab 
Aftu ad. Potentiam ; \o 1s there no readier way 
(as farat Icaſt as I can judge.) whereby to 
fortifte our Belief of the rwo laſt Articles in 
the-Creed,7 he ReſurreAion of the Body, and the 
Life Everlaſting,(the Reviviicence of our flcth, 
.and Immortality of our Spirits,) than by con- 
templating the Importance of our Apoſtle's 
Aflotnion to the Corinthians, 


Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, and become the 
Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept. 


Wi: AT: 


x Cor, 15.20, 


#4. HE 7atter end of this Text may very 

well be made the Subject of a fit 
Preface to the beginning. For Death it ſeems 
is but a Sleep,fince Chriſt 1s riſen from the Dead. 
God the Son has chang 'd its Nature ; and God 
the Holy Ghoſt has chang'd its Name too. 
Though 


both. ct 


| 


$.4. our Lord's Riſing from the Dead. 


Though it continues 1ts wonted Zyranny, as to 
all other Creatures; yet as to Vs,it 1s Reform'd. 
There having been put upon it by Grace a 
much more gentle diſpoſition,than by Nature 
1t ever had: For Us to dye, and to be buried, 
is but to /ay our felves down, and to take or 
reſt. Even. (o ſaith the Spirit of them that dye in 
the Lord, not that they periſh, but that they 
Reſt from their Labours. The great Reformer of 
Death 1s Chriſt; ( The immaculate Lamb. ſlain 
from the Foundations of the World; ) whoſe Con- 
queſt over 1t was the Epocha, from whence it's 
Reformation did take its Date. Our bleſſed 
Saviour ſaid of Lazarus (by a kind of Prole- 
plis) though he lay buricd nll he fark, (even 
no leſs than four days, our Friend Lazarus ſleep- 


eth; but I go to awaken him out of ſeep; which Job. un. i«. 


when the Diſciples miſunderſtood, chinking 
he had ſpoken of a natural ſleep only, and 
thereupon anſwer'd,if he ſleep he ſhall do well, 
(v.12.) Jeſus ſaid unto them plainly, Lazarus 
zs Dead. (v.14.) Yet when fairus his Daughter 
lay as dead as this Lazarus, our Saviour ſaid 


-unto the Mourners, as they were weeping and 
bewailing her, #3 x2aiile, weep not : ſhe 35 not dead, Like 8. 573 


but fleepeth. Now how can we lalve our Sa- 
viour's words from implying a Contradifion, 


unleſs it be from this pertinent and moſt plea- 
B {ant 
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A manifold Proof of Gh.I. 
fant Conſideration, that hc intended: to ſhew 
the diference berween the Diflolutions of men, 


and Brutes? In rclpett 'of the former, Death 
and Sleep arc i-o/viale, two expreſions for the 


fame rlung z and arc accordingly made ufc 
of in many 'patlages of Striprure ; .1n-particu- 
lar by our Apoſtle, no lefs than four timcs in 
This one Chapter. Of thole five hundred 
Brethren at once, who ſaw Chriſt riſen, the 

ater part Were alive, but fome(laith hc) are 
faln aſleep. ( v. 7.) fo He faith of Saints and 
Martyrs; not that they are perifbed, but only 
faln aſleep in Chrift. (v. 18. ) Behold, ( ſays he 
again) 1 ſbew you « Myftery ; we ſhall not all 


feep, but ſhall all be changed. And in my Text, 


Chriſt the firſt-fruits of them that flept. All which 
we ove to the firſt part of ut, Chrift 3s riſer 


from the Dead. 


6.5. For 1t Chriſt had not riſen, Death had 
been a mcer Deftrafzon, and not a Sleep: A 
perpetual Baniſhment from the Territorics of 


Nature , not a Door (as now tis) to a Life of 


Glory. The Form and Matter of every man had 
been eternally divorcd ; never to mmjoy a fe- 
cond mecting. And when our dcarcit friends 
dyc, we might have reaſon to be forry as men 
without hope. Funcral Sermons would be Dir- 
2es,and Diſmal things, very fit to be preached, 
not 


_ ” 
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$.5.6. our Lord's Rifeng from the Dead. 
not in Sable only, bur Sackcloth; if our:dear- 
eſt friends departed were wholly ſhut out of 
'the World. And yet ſo:they muſt haye been, 
it Chrift himſelf had not riſen. 

6.6. Burt ow (God be thanked) the Caſe 1s 
quite alter'd. For Chrift # riſen from the Dead : 
and not only ſo, bur he 1s riſen the 6.5 or 
to0 ; a word of- intimate relation to all the 
dead ſheafs of the general Harveſt. And: being 
fo riſen, He hath rrodden down Deach,that we 
might alſo trample on it. Which tho' a /or 
{leep indeed, yet 'tis not endleſs. For in caſc 
nothing elſe will awaken us. our of 1t, the laſt 
Trump will. So ſays our Apoſtle towards the 
end of this Chapter, we ſball be changed in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an Eye at the laſt 


Trump,when the Trumpet ſball ſound,and the dead. 5:51. 


ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall be' chan- 
ged, Changed with a Witneſs, and the moſt 
co be imagin'd to our Advantage. For what 
1s now-ſown 10 weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed again 
in Power. What 1s ſown in Corruption, ſhall be 


raiſed in Þrcorveption: What is fown in diſhonour, v. 4, 43; 


ſhall be raiſed again in G/ory. 'Or to exprels it 
in other words of our Apoltle to the Phzlippi- 


ans, Chriſt ſhall change owr wile Body,that It may phitp.z 20,21 


be like:unto his Glorious Body. So true it1s what 
1s faid by a kind of Proverb, That as Sleep is 
: B 2 nothing 


ro 


nothing bette rthan the. Elder Brother of Death: 
ſo” Death it ſelf '1s nothing worſe, than the 


younger Brother of Sleep. For Chriſt 1s riſen 


from the Dead, and become the firſt-fruits of 
them that ſept. 

6.7. This Text I may fay is the Double Hinge, 
whereupon the whole Chapter docs ſeem to 
turn. For it does not only affert our bleſſed 
S$aviour's Reſurre&tion, but aflerts it as an Ar- 


gument for the inforcement of our own. And 


the whole Door of Hope opened to us by a Re- 
deemer, does ſcem to hang more eſpecially on 
theſe two Hinges ; that Chriſt is Riſen, and: (by 
a Conſequence unavoidable) that we muſt Rife. 
I fay we muſt, on a ſuppoſal that Chriſt 1s Ri- 
ſen. Becaule there 1s ſuch an eſſential Tye, be- 
tween the Head and the Members of the very 
ſame: Body, between the Root and the Branches 
of the very ſame Tree, between the Former and 
Later Fruits of the very ſame Harveſt; that the 
Firſt;being granted, infers the Second. A thing 
the fitter to be made out 1n every popular 
Congregation, not upon £after Sunday only, 
but every Sunday in the year,(it occaſion ſerycs) 
becauſe amongſt all the principal Doctrines of 
our Religion,or the Zwelve important Articles 
of our Creed, there 1s not certainly any One, 


cither believ d with more difficulty, or doubted 
of 


\- - Armanifold Proof of : Chi. 


6.7.8. our Lord's Riſing from the Dead. 


of with more Danger, than that we ſhall riſe 
out of our Graves, and ſee God in our Fleſh, not 
with other, but with theſe ſame Eyes. 


5.8. Firſt ris ſo diffcalr'ro believs ic for Eleſh 


Fob 19. 25, 


26, 27, 


and Blood, that 1t was one of the /aft myſte- 


ries(or rather the very laſt of All)which found 
Admittance with the Apoſtles; though there 
were greater means us'd, and more pains ta- 
ken, to teach them 2his leflon, than ahy other. 
And when the learnedſt of the Greeks were 
firſt converted to Chriſtianity, which they 
received by degrees,(as little Children do learn- 
ing,) by line upon line, precept upon precept, here 
a little and there a little, firſt one part,and then 
another ; Though they beliey'd (whilſt they 
were Heathens) the Immortality of the Soul,yet 
they would ſooner adnmut of any thing, than 
the reviving of a Dead Body. This was (till the 
laſt Article in each particular Man's Creed, 
and was -one of the very /aft the Fathers pur 
into the Nicene: It having been * added by 
Gregory Nyſen at the Appointment and Dire- 
tion of the Second Council of Conſtantinople. 
But when I fay the /aft Article 1n the Neophyte's 
Creed, I mean 'twas That they behev'd the /a- 
teſt; or That to which they ſurrendred their 
laſt Aſſent. In ſo much that Syneſius was made 
a Biſhop in the Greek Church,(tor the _ 
neſs 


* Niceph. Cal- 
liſis Eccl, Hiſt, 
l. (2. 13. & 
Platina ad 


an. 381. 


Tis difficult to bebieve ' Ch.L 
nels of his'Lcarning, and the goodnels of his 
life,) before he could abſolutely believe, thar 


- - humane Bodies, 'as well as Souls, ſhall (by a 


general Reſurrection) be made Immortal. For 
confidering how many-Bodics have been burnt 
down to Aſbes, which Aſhes have been diſper- 


{cd by all the Two and Thirty Winds ; how 


many- Bodies have been drown'd, and made a 


Feaſt for the Fiſhes,which Fiſhes have: made a 
Feaſt for the uſe of Men; how many Bodies 


have been- moulder'd into the Element of the 
Earth,which Earth becomes truutul for Sheep 
and Oxen, which again are tor the ſuſtenance 
and food of Men; how many Bodics have becn 


_ -mang['d tor the Inſtruction of the Phyſecian,who 
makes a'Skelcron of the Bones, a piece of lea- 


cher-of the 54in, a drinking Cup of the skull, a 
Perriwig of the Hair, Mummy of the Mzſcles, 


and ſeveral Med'cines of that Mammy,all which 


arc for the ſervice and uſe of Mcn too; Laſtly, 
conſidering how many men are devour'd by 


Canibals; how-many Children by their Parents ; 
and Parents by their: Children; (as 1n the Farun 


at Zeraſalem beiicg'd by 7itus;) and the Body 
of Marnſolus by the Wife of his Bolom Arte- 
miſia, ( who 1n the-exccfles of her Afﬀection 
Drank up the Aſhes of her Husband inſtead 
-of Spice,) ſo as the Bodies: of ſome —— 
the 
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6.8: the Reſurrefion of the Body. 13 
the Sepulchres of others ; : I ſay, conſidering 

Theſe things, Men were difficult in believing 

the Reſurrection of the-Body, and objected fuch 

things as thele,againſt the Goſpel and the Creed 

of the primitive:Chriſtjans. Pliny himſclt was 

ſuch a Fool, (however learned in other points, 

and notwithitanuing He had.wruten De is que 

Elati * revixerunt;) as to deny that God Him * Pl: Nat 
ſelf can | revive a dead man; or crown.a Mortal (i. 7.55 
with Immortality. The Epicurzans and-the Sto 

icks deſpis'd St. Paul for his Doctrine, as New, 017: 
and ftrange-Hymeneus and Philetus would needs 
have had the Reſurrection already paſt., The 2 Tims 2. 18+ 
Seleuciani or Hermiam- contended as much to-- 
have it Preſent; and that. 1n the daily Pfbcrea- Auguſtin. tre. 
tion of men and women; whereby the Parents * 
were {xzid by Them, to /ive.again 1n their Po- 
ſterity.. This: was. all-the Relurredtion Thote 
Hereticks would allow. . Nor was. it only de- 
ny d 1n groſs by the Saddacees and Herodians, 

by Simon Magus,and theManichees(as it 1s at this 

day by the Diſciples of the Lewiathan,) But the 
very firſt tidings which were brought of Chriſt's 
Riling, by Mary Magdalenand Joanna,and Mary 

the Mother of Fames,did ſeem to Chriſt's own A- 


Pofiites at tale Tales; and they believed them not 5 Luk.24.10,74+ + 


tho' immediately after they behev'd their own 
Senfes, their * Eyes, their Ears, and their Fingers * Att. 4. 26. 


ends 
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Verſ 25, 


The Danger of Net felleving Ch. 


ends too. Even Cleophas and his Companion (Sr. 


Lake himſelf in probability,) even whilſt Chri/t 
was talking to them,were ſlow of heart to believe 
him-riſen. Feſtus thought that St. Paul was be- 
fide himſelf, and that over-much learning had 


aans. :3.24: made him mad, ( how patient ſocver he had 


been of the precedent part of his ſpeech,) as 


 ſoonasheſpake of Chriſt's ariſing from the Dead. 


And laſtly fome of Thoſe Corinthians whom 
our Apoſtle writes to, tho' in all other points 
they had eſpouſed the Faith of Chriſt,and had 
been admitted into: the Church by the Sacra- 
mental Laver of their Regeneration, did yer 
profeſſedly dubelieve the Reſurrefion of the 
Dead. (v.12.) Theſe were the men, who gave 
_— to our Apoſtles whole Diſcourſe of a 
Reſurrection; and ſo we may thank their In- 
credulity, for this additional afliſtance of our 
Belief ; by all the Arguments and Reaſons 
which our Apoſtle ſtrictly prefleth all Chri- 

{tians with. | 
6. 9. Secondly, as it 1s Difficult to believe the 
Reſurre&tion I now contend for; ſo rot to be- 
lieve it,is juſt as Dangerous. For 1t leads 'us to 
a ſuſpicion,that Chriſt himſelf 'is not Riſen ; and 
that the Scriptures themlſclves are fa/ſe,which 
do ſo frequently affirm it. It makes us ob/tinate 
in our Sorrow for the Death of dear Friends ; 
= and 


A. 


LO 


6:9. the Reſurreftion of the Body. 
and cither too fearful or too fearleſs of our 
own. It emaſculates and enervates our care of 
Vertze ; and makes us abandon our [elves to 
Vice. For what Man living would caft his Wheat 
into the ground, it he did not believe its Reſur- - 
rection, and withal its Improvement in time 
of Harveſt? There 15 nothing more vexing, 
than Labour in vain. Would the Merchant ad- 
venture all his /ftock upon the Ocean,did he not 
hope by that means to advance his Wealth? or 
would the very hard Student out-watch his 
Candle, and prevent the early Sun with his 
Lucubrations,t he did not well hope to increaſe 
his knowledge? and to be paid for That know. 
ledge, cither in the preſent, or future World? 
Would the Souldier court hardſhips, or covet 
dangers the moſt aftrighting,and fo as to fight 
away Both his Hands on the ſtage of Honour, 
if he were not /ed on by a Great Commander ? 
I mcan the General Commander of humane 
Actions and Exploits, a ſtrong and ſteady Ex- 
pefation of lome proportionable Reward? No, 
"tis a Maxim in Philoſophy which never-fails, 
or grows falſe; Omne agit propter finem. Every 
Motion implies a Center,and every Aion muſt 
have 1ts End. Even they who moſt fludy to 
{quander away their precious Time, to /ofe 
the hours they ſhould .employ and negotiate 
C with, 


1 Cor. 9:7. 
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with, have ſomething or other in Deſgn,which 
makes. them moſt induſtriouſly and - 17 Was 
Idle; it makes them earneſt and diligent in do- 
ing Nothing. Expeflation of Advantage, in one 
kind or other,is univerſally the wher/tone which 
lets an edge on all Appetites, and makes them 
keen after Aftion, both Good, and Evil. Did 
cyer any Man ſpread a Net, without a purpoſe 
to catch ſome Prey ? or with a {ct purpoſe of 
catching noze? Who goeth a warfare at his own 
Coft.lays our Apoſtle? Who planteth a Vineyard, 
and eateth not (it he can) of the fruit it yields 
him? Does God indeed take Care for Oxen, in his 
forbidding them to be muzz1 d whilſt they are 
treading out the Corn? or 15 1t regiſtred in Scri- 
pture for our ſakes only? No doubt for our ſakes 


this thing is written,that he who prong ſhould 


plough in Hope, and he who thraſheth in hope 
ſhould be partaker of his Hope. It we did not 
live in Hope of a Redemption from the Dead, 
from the Land of Forgettulneſs, the dark Re- 


tirements of the Graye; and did not ſtand in 
ſome Awe of a Day of fudgment ;, We ſhould 


74, upon Damnation, (as many do,) without 
the leaſt Touch of Regret,or Scruphe; yea with 
preedineſs,and delight, becauſe with carnal Se- 
curity.We ſhould not macerate our (clves with 
Mortification and Self-denial. We ſhould not 


beat 
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$.9,10. the Reſurreflion of the Body. 
beat down our Bodies, and keep them under. 


We ſhould not crucifie our fleſh, with the Af- 
fefions and Laſts, as St. Paul 1njovns. But ra- 


ther crown our ſelves with Roſe-buds ; and drink 


Wine in Bowles; and ſtretch our ſelves upon beds 
of Ivory ; and oppreſs the Poor man for being righ. 
teous; and poiſon the Husband,to find acceſs 
unto the Wife; laugh at Conſcience, and Sin, 
as nothing clſe but a couple of Eccleſraftical 
Words; and cal! dur flrength the Law of Juſtice. 


In a word,we ſhould ſay with the incredulous --zx 
Corinthians, v.32. (if we deny'd the Reſurreftiong{: 
as ſome of them 1t ſeems did, v. 12.) Let us". - 


eat and drink, for to morrow we dye. 

6.10. Now 1n ſuch Times as Theſe,wherein 
the Sadducees and*:Herodians do walk abour in 
new Names, how can we better beſtow our 
Thoughts at any (ea{on of the year, but more 
eſpecially at This, than on an Article of our 
Religion,which is ſo eminently proper as well 
for Comfort, as for Inſtrufion ? and which as 
'tis difficult to belzeve, lo 'tis as dangerous to 
doubt of. Our Apoſtle in This Chapter does 
lay in Proviſions againſt them Both. Whilſt he 
indeavours by many Arguments to make the 
Difficulty Null; and in the doing of that, to 
prevent the Danger. For the removing of the 
Difficulty, He fart of all proves that Chrift is 

C 2 Riſen, 
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' © A*manifold Proof of ': Ch.F 
Riſenand Thence he argues that we muſt Riſe. 
The preſent Text I am upon 1s fitly reſolv'd 
into an Enthymeme,in order to it. Fhat Chriſt 
is riſen from the Dead\1s the Antecedent; and his 
being the firſt-ſruits of them that ſtept,contains 
within 1t This Seqzel;that we muſt Riſe. For 'tis 
plain,the Fir/t-fruits 1s a word of Relation to all 
the Sheafs of the Harveſt ;- and docs cvidently 
allude anto- the Sheaf of Firſt-fruits 1n the Law 
of Moſes, which: was to be brozght unto the 
Prieft,as ſoon as Harveſt was begun,that in bc- 
halt of the People who were to reap,He might 
wave it before the Lord upon the morrow after the 
Sabbath. Upon which very day of their waving. 
the Sheaf,an He-lamb without blemiſh was to be 
offer d-unto the Lord;Thus f1gnificant Inſtitution 
of God: by Moſes ( Levit. 23. 10, 11,12.) was 
clearly alluded to by Abigail in-that excellent 
Addreſs ſhe made to David; wherein ſhe told 
him that his Soul ſhould be bound in the Bundle 
of Life before the-Lord; 1 Sam.25.29. And what 
elſe could be the end, or final. Cauſe of this Ce- 
remony, Which God was pleas'd to have per- 
form'd by all that would enter into Canaan, 
but that the Harveſt might be all ſantified in 
the particular Sandification of- that one ſheaf? 

6.11. And (that out of this Legal or Levi- 
tical Sheaf we may thraſh out ſormc Chriſtian 
Evan: 


6.17. our Lord's Riſing from the Dead. 
Evangelical Wheat,) we mult know that All 
This was bur a ſhadow of Things to come; and 
This day is that Scripture fulfilled in our Ears. 
For 7eſterday was the Sabbath, which This Day 
advanced from Laft to Firſt, and from Bodily 
to Ghoſtly. That was a weekly Commemoration 
of the Creation of the World ; This of the 
Redemption, or Re-Creation, and: in particular 
of our Saviour's Reſurrefion” from the Dead. 
Every Sunday in the Year 1s Commemorative of 
This, and therefore call'd the Lord's Day, but 
not the Sabbath; (unlels by a few well-mean- 
ing people, for want of Knowledge, or Con- 
fideration;) For Faſter-Day (by way of Emi- 
nence,) is the Morrow after the Sabbath, (Levit. 
23.) and The He-Lamb without Blemiſh is Jeſus 
Chriſt. He 1s the Offering, and the Prieſt, and 
the Sheaf of Firſt-fruits. And ſo intimate is the 
rclation between the Sheaf of Firſt-fruits, and 
all the reſt of the Crop or Harveſt, that our 
Apoſtle thinks fit to argue both backwards 
and forwards, in the negative and the affir- 
mative, from the ore unto the other. Firſt on 
the one {ide in the Negative ; If there is ns 
Reſurrefion of the Dead,I hen is Chriſt not riſen. 
(v.13.) And again, If the Dead riſe not, Then 
is not Chriſt raiſed. (v.16. ) Next on the other 
{ide in the afftirmanve ; if the firſt-fruit is holy, 


the- 
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A manifold Proof of _ Ch, 
the Lump us alſo holy : and if the Root,then the 
Branches. (Rom.1 1.16.) Whereof the meaning 
muſt nceds be this ; that Chriſt is riſen from 
the Dead,not as a private and ſeparate perſon, 
only tor himſelf, and his own /ingle Intereſt ; 
but he 1s riſen the Firft-fraits of the general 
Harveſt ; that as by Man came Death, ſo by Man 
might alſo come the Reſurrefion of the Dead : 
(v.21.) that as in Adam All dyed, ſo All in Chriſt 
might be made alive.(y.22.) Tis therefore added 
by our Apoſtle, He is become the Firſl-fruits 
[Tor xexomunpoy ] of them that cept. Whereby He 
giycs us to underſtand, that as the Death of 
our Lord ha: defiroy' d Death,lo his Riſing from 
the Dead has given us All a Capability to 2ri- 
zmph over 1c: the Grave 1s now but our Dor- 
mitory, which had been otherwiſe our Bed of 
Death; or Beth Abaddon, the Houſe of the De- 
ſtroyer. Kownliezey 1n Greck, Cometerium 1n La- 
tin, Cemetiere 1n French, and Cimitiero 1n Ita- 
lian, do cach of them literally import, not ſo 
much a-Church-yard,as a Place to Sleep in: our 
Bodies, lying in the Grave, do not periſh, but 
lye Dormantike Trees in Winter; and like Trees 
do take Root too. The Place which 1s conſecra- 
ted for Burials (we may ſay) 15 God's Nurſery ; 
wherein our Bodies are conſerved for His Plan- 
tation. For what 1s our Riſing trom the Dead, 
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$:r1. our Lord's Riſing from the Dead. 


but our being Tranſplanted from thence to 
Paradiſe ? to flouriſh as Trees of Immortality. 
about the River of Life ? (Rev. 22.1, 3.) The 
Grains of Corn which a man ſoweth cannot poſ- 
ſibly be quickned, except they dye : Their Death 
is evidently their Privilege ; and a neceſſary 
ftep to their Improvement. What are the Fur- 
rowes but the Sepulchres, wherein the Grains do 
lve buried? Norcan any Trees /ive,unleſs their 
Roots have their Interment. And thus it is with 
5 tO0,who are as 7rees with the Root upwards. 
We cannot riſe from the Dead, unleſs we dye : 
Unleſs our Heads are under Ground,we cannot 
ſhoot upwards to life eternal ; tor which our 
Death and Diſſolution: are unavoidable Quali- 
fications: So that we cannot but conſels,it we 
contemplate our ReſurreFion, that whilſt we 
are lying in our Graves, (as I ſaid a little be- 
fore) we do but {eep like Trees in Winter,when 
their Sap goes to the Root, where it lies dor- 
mant til] the Spring ; which yet,as ſoon as the 
Spring begins,do ſtraight awake,and look wpas 
it were opening their Bloſſoms, inſtead of Eyes. 
Fitly therefore 1s it ſaid by our Apoſtle 1n this 
Text, and as fitly 1s 1t confider'd on this Oc- 
calion,(this Anniverſary Feaſt of our Saviour's 
Riſing,) Chriſt is Riſen from the Dead,and become 
the Firſt-fruits [ Twy XEx0um nul wr | of them that ſlept. 
6.12.ÞBUr: 
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A manifold Proof of Ch.1. 
6.12. But in as much as 0zr State depends 
on Chriſt's,ſo as if Chriſt 1s indeed riſen, we are 
fure that we ſhall ;” and if Chriſt 1s 207 riſen, 
we are ſure we ſhall ot; and that the Seque/ 
is nothing worth, without the Truth of the 
Antecedent ; let us firſt of all attend to the 
Proof of That. 

That Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, (the firſt 
art of the Enthymeme,) St. Paul evinceth in 
ut one-Chapter, from Five ſeveral 7opicks,or 

1. Heads of Arguing. Firſt from the Verdict of 
* Confer 2: * the Scriptures; (V.3,& 4.) Next from the Te- 


San4tes ſtimony and knowledge of the whole | Col- 


C.28. v.23. 


43.6222 Jepe of the Apoſtles, who ſaw him after he 


AR. 2. 32. 


| At..o. yas riſen; (v.5.) and more than ſaw him, for 
at.z they conerſed with him at large ; ſome by 
Diſcourſing, forne by eating and drinking with 

him,one by feeling and thruſting his fingers 1n- 

to his Sides.co whom 1n particular 1s alcribed 

the Eleventh Article of the Creed, as fitter for 

3» His Interpoſition, than any other's. Thirdly, 

*tis argued by St.Paul from the Suffrages and 
Experiences of above 500 Eye-witnefſles at 

4- once; (v.6.) Fourthly from the Credit he ought 

.. to give to his own Eyes; (v. 8.) Fifthly from 

the Abſurdities, which needs mult follow the 

> Suppolition of Chriſt's not riſing : which Abſur- 
ditics he ſhews us arc groſs, and many. For if 

Chriſt 


6.12,1 3. our Lord's Riſing from the Dead. 


Chriſt is not riſen, Then our Preaching is in vain, 
and as vain is your Faith. (v.14.) Yea upon this 
profane hypotheſis, That Chriſt is not riſen, we 
who arc Preachers of the Goſpel,are (if not For- 
gers, yct) Falſe-witneſſes of God. (v.15.) and ye 
are yet in your Sins. (v. 17.) And all the Men 
we call Martyrs have loft their Sufferings. (v.18.) 
It. had been much better for them to have 
ſlept in whole skins, than to be torn with wild 
Beaſts, and broken upon Wheels, and broyled on 
Grid-irons,and brayed in Mortars, and ſawn aſun- 
der with rugged Swords, and tormented with 
an 4#e2:pu2:, a being flea'd alive from head to 
foot, and all in hopes of injoying by ſo much 
a better ReſurreFion. And therefore on a ſup- 
poſal (a blaſphemous ſuppoſal) that Chriſt 1s 
not riſen, the moſt fincerc-hearted Chriſtians, 
who have the moſt hope in Chriſt, and have 
the moſt reaſon tor 1t, and chooſe to be perſecu- 
ted in This, becaule they look tor a Reward in 
another World, are the vericit fools, and mad- 
men, and 1n the nuſerableſt Condition of all 
Mankind. (». 19.) But becauſe, whilſt we are 
Chriſtians, we cannot admut of ſuch Abſurdities, 
as would deſtroy the very Foundations of Chri- 
flianity it ſelf, we cannot choole but conclude, 

that Chriſt is Riſen. 
6. 13. Thus we bavye St. Pauls Topicks, from 
D which 


23 


A-manifold Proof of 
which he proves his Antecedent. But tho' to 
us, who are Chriſtians, Theſe are cogent, and 
irreſiſtible ; yet they are not ſo to 0thers,who 
take St.Paul for a Decerver ; or at leaſt to have 
been deceivd; and think no better of our Re- 
ligion, than we do of 7 heirs. Profefied Enc- 
mies mult be won by ether ways of Convicti- 
on,and more compulſive of their Aſent : Whe- 
ther 7ews, or Gentiles ; and whether thoſe 
Gentiles are Greeks,or Romans. Againſt the Jews 
We arc tO argue the certain Truth of Chriſt's 
Riſing, trom that which they acknowledge tor 
the Infallible Word of God: From the 7 ypes, and 
the Predifions, and the Examples of the old 
Teſtament, fully accompliſhed, and fulfilled, and 
clearly parallel'd in the New. Suthcient Types 
of it they have in the Lyor's Den,and the fiery 
Furnace; Daniel rifing out of the firſt,and the 
three Children out of the Second. They have 
*Gen 22.& a Clear Type 1n * Taac, 1n || Foſeph ſomewhat a 
Gn, & earerand the cleareſt of all in Fonah; in whom 
Ch. 39.% was typified both the Subſtance,and the Day of 


Gami&ecs Chriſt's Riſing. Amongſt their manifold Pre- 

35.40. diftions,. I ſhall but inſtance in two or three. 
Firſt in that of the Prophet Hoſea. After two 
days will he revive us, and the third he will raiſe 
us up,and we ſhall live in his ſight. Next in that 
= pg. 2 the Prophet David, My fleſh ſhall reft in 


hope. 


Hall. 6. 2, 
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6.13, 


the ReſurreAion of the Boaly. 25 
hope. Thou ſhalt not leave my Soul in Hell, nox 

ſuffer thine Holy one to ſee corruption. Unto which i 
that of Eſay may well be added ; Thy dead men 
ſhall live, together with my dead Body ſhall they 
ariſe ; Awake and ſing ye that dwell in the Duſt. * ** 19: 
They have Examples from the Old Teſtament, 

| 1n the Man who was revized, and even rat- izKing :3.21. 
ſed out of his Grave too, by being haſtily caſt 
down into the Sepulchre of Eliſha. Such a My- 
ſterious force there was (by the will of God) 
in the very dead Bones of that holy Prophet. 
* In the Shunamite's dead child, rais'd to life +: King 4.34. 
by Eliſha, whilſt Himſelt was yet living. And 

long before in the dead Son of the Widow of 
Sarepta, who by the Prayers of Elijah was rai- » Kings :7. 
ſed to life. To theſe Convictions of the Jews **** 7 
we may add the confe/jions of Jolephus himſelf, 

(one of the learnedl(t of all their Writers ;) that 

Teſus Chriſt, having been crucified, was ſeen alive 


At. 13.33. 
ial. 2. 7. 


O ; 
the third day after : And that he doubted whe- 7,9" ut 


ther "twere lawful, to reckon Chriſt a meer Man. 
Yea the profeis'd and {worn Enemies of our 
Saviour's Reſurrection did clearly prove it,and 
preach it up, by their utmoſt Indeayours to cry 
it down. And this may be caſily made appear 
from Mactters of Fact rclatcd to us, in the two ,,._ ... 
laſt Chapters of St.Matthew. Upon which I ſhall 5455.65. « 


ch. 28.11, 124 


the rather infiſt awhile, the more advantageors 13,14, 15, 
D 2 ] 


Matth. 27. 62, 


63: 


64. 


wr manifold Proof of Ch.1. 


E think 1t 15, to catch an Enemy 1n his own Trap ; 
to make his own Weapon worſt him ; to con- 
demn and countermine him with his own be- 
loved Lyes. 

6.14. The firſt Indeavour of the Jews was 
quite to hinder Chriſt's Riſing, by fraud, and 
force. And when they found 7 hat project wain ; 
they next indeavour to conceal 1t from com- 
mon Knowledge. Had not their Care been 
very ſingular to bury his Riſing,as well as Him, 
They had not found the 7ruthof it,as by that 
means they did ; and might have ſaid, with 
ſome colour,he had been ſtoln out of his Grave. 
But (by the providence of God's confounding 
the ſubtilty of theſe Serpents,) ſee the Folly of 
their craft; the madvertency of their care; and 
the general Benefit of their Envy. The Prieffs 
and Phariſees come together unto Pilate. They 
confeſs they do remember,Jeſus had ſaid being. 
alive, that after three days he would riſe again. 
They pretend an apprehention,a fear,and jea- 
louſic, that his Diſciples would fleal him away by 
night; and. give it out among the people,that he 
is riſen from the Dead. Which 1f the People 
ſhould once believe,they would preſently turn 
Chriſtians; and-ſo the laſt Error ſhould be worſe 
than the firſt. Therefore they ask (what Pilate 
grants them) a Band of Soldiers to guard = 

, = 
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Sepulchre ; and to keep it from plunder un- 
til the third day. Nor contented with this Pro- - 6;. 
viſion, they roll a Stone over the Sepulchre of 
exceeding great weight ; and make it ſure with «. 
plates of Iron; and ſeal 1t up with their pri- 
vate Scals too ;; that if 1t ſhall poſſibly be rifled, 
it may not yct poſlibly eſcape their knowledg. 
By all-which means it comes to pals, that they 
themſelves are made ſure of our bleſſed Say1- 
our's Riſing; to which their Store, and their 
Seals, and their Plates of Iron; and: eſpecially 
their Watchmen,do all bear Witnels. The Watch- 
men tell the chief Prieſts what things had hap- Math 38. «, 
ned. They make relation of the Earth-quake, 
and the Angel; and how for fear of the An- 
gel they quak'd themſelves too. In ſuch an exi- 
gence as this, What ſhould the Phariſees and 
chief Prieſts do *- They arc ſhamefully driven 
by the neceſſities they arein,to bribethe Watch: «©. 
men into a Lye. To bribe them (1 ſay). not 
with /arge money alone; but with a Promiſe of »u. 
Impunity trom Pontius Pilate. And what but 
This ſhould their Lyc be, ( which carries its 
Traytor 1n its own Forehead,) His Diſciples came 
by night,and ſtole him away whilſt we ſlept. Mark 
their confeſſion that Chrilt 15 riſen, 1n the Ad 
of their denying 1t : And a diſcovery of their 
Malice, in their Indeayours of concealment. 
Their: 


2, 


4. 


| A manifold Proof of Ch.1. 
Their Tongues betray them, whether they /epr, 
.or ſlept not ; for it they ſlept 1n good earneſt, 
how could they tell, (being awake,) what was 
done whilſt they were ſeeping ? But if they 
flept not ; what was it which induced them to 
Say they {lept? They did not /ye,only to /ye ; 
but as thinking it was expedient. Did they ſee 
the Diſciples ſtealing Chriſt out of his Grave? 
or did they not ? Firſt, if they did; then they 
were cither broad awake when they pretended 
to have ſept,which 1s one Contradiction ; or 
elſe they had a faculty to ſee in ſeeping ; which 
1s another : or if ſecondly they ſaw it-not ; (and 
that for this reaſon, becauſe they ſept ; ) how 
could they teſtifie as Watchmen,what was done, 
and who did 1t? Again,cither Al,or only ſome 
of their Number ſlept. If only ſome ; why did 
not they who were awake, 1t not ſtrong enough 
to reſiſt, rouze up their fellows to their A/i/t- 
ance? or if they were ſtrong enough of them- 
ſelves; why would they ſuffer to be done,what 
they watcht on ſet purpoſe to keep the weapon- 
leſs and the weak trom the doing of £ Bur if 
they ſay, they All ſept ; Then ther Teſtimony 
is zull; and the utmoſt that they can do.is to 
relate their own Dreams.They dreamt (torſooth) 
whilſt they were /eeping, that Chriſt was /tolr: 
out of his Sepulchre; and they dreamt his Diſ- 
ciples 
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our Lord"s Riſing from the Dead. 
ciples (tole him. Tho' they were {eeping all 
the while, yet they dreamt what was done, and 
they dream't who did it. Let the Cale be what 
It will, we ec 1t every way tends to our Ad- 
vantage, though 'tis moſt for our Advantage, 
they did not fleep ; and were bribd with large 


mony, to ſay they {lept. Poor wretched Hire- 


lings! they only ſaid,as they were order d. They 
only did,as they werehired.Theyonly perform'd 
what they had promis d,and had been very well 
paid for. And this Bribery of the Sanhedrim was 
commonly reported among the Jews, until the 


Time wherein St. Matthew compos'd his Go- 
ſpel. (Matt. 28.15.) 


6. 15. Againſt the Gertiles.we arc to argue, 


by other ways of Conviction, than have hi- 
therto ſufhced againſt the Zews. They-muſt be 
argued with from their own Principles,whether 
of Nature, or of Philoſophy,' of humane Reaſon, 
or common Senſe. From the Conteſhion of their 
own Writers, that the Thing 1s Tot Impoſſible ; 
and from ſome, that it 1s True. All in reaſon 
to be reterr'd to another Subject of Diſcourſe. 
L only add at this preſent, that Zu/tin Martyr, 


and many others, the moiſt incomparably lear-- 
ned among(t the Heathen, have been effeAzally. 
converted to the Diſcipleſhip of Chriſt,and toa. 
bclicf of Chriff's Riſing, even by reading his. 
Droinity; 


hh, 
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Divinity in the Lives and the Deaths of ſuch 
as own d him. The Blood of Martyrs has been 


found very often, as well the Goſpel Cement, 
as the Seed of the Church. How many Multi- 


* a3, 4.33. eades have been wrought upon by the * work. 


ing of Miracles; or by che powertul operations 
of inviſible Grace ; the Holy Ads of the Apoſtles 
have made apparent; and fo have all the fol- 
lowing Hiſtories of the Church. Even the Em- 
perour Tiberius was fo convinc'd of Chriſt's 
Riſing, by ſore Accounts he had of it from 
Pontius Pilate ; that he propoled Feſus Chriſt 
to the Roman Senate, as very worthy of being 
numbred among their Gods. But having ſpo- 
ken enough already in behalt of the Artece- 
dent, | That Chriſt is riſen from the Dead,) eſpe- 
cially ſpeaking,as I do, to a Chriſtian Audience, 
a Congregation of Believers, who are not now 
to be converted, but only eſtabliſhed 1n the Faith ; 
I ſhall deliberately abſtain from other Topicks 
of Diſcourſe, untl the Sequel of St. Paul's En- 
thymeme ſhall have its due Place in our Con- 
{xderation: Which being fit to be the Subject 
of a whole hours Diſcourle, muſt by conſe- 
quence be deterr'd till another Time ; whilſt 
I conclude with fore good Leflons from what 
alrcady hath been deliver'd. 

6.16. If Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, in ſpite 
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other ; and fo our Saviour's Reſurrefjon is a*;;,4* be] 
Jy {4 wail 


of all their fraud and force, who, as ſoon as 
they had kill'd him, us'd their utmoſt Indea- 
vours to keep him down; Then it concerns us 
to contemplate his infinite Power and Allſuffe- 
cience, as well as his wiſdom and goodneſs in it. 
To kill, 1s eaſie; (every Toad can do That,) 
Hat it 15 not fo calic to make alime. This is 
one of God's Works ; not communicable to 
any,unleſs by Miracle. Such a Miracle it is, for 
any one Man to raiſe another from the Dead: 
and This by miracle has been communicated 
ro Some. But for any mecr man to raiſe himſelf 
from Death to life, is communicable to None; 
no not by Miracle. This 1s fo much the Pri- 
vilege of God alone, He cannot giyc it to any Xa. ; \intte 


ſtrong proof of his Divinity, againſt the Ari-4,, /);,. ,, Cann 
ans.and Socinians,who are lo rife in theſe days.Pmhetau:b 
Three I noted under the Law,who being Dead* by wt 
were rais'd to life, by the Prophets of the 014+... .- 1... | 
Teſtament. And beſides a great number who?, ; «ras | 
are not ſpecified in the New; we read of Frve 4 7 Xeus 
ſuch examples as are particularly zam'd. Our 392 
Saviour rais'd his Friend Lazarus ; the young I 5 5: 
man of Naim ; and the Daughter of Fairs. Luk 8. 55- 
But 'tis more to our purpoſe, (becauſe our Sa- 

yiour was more than Man,)that Dorcas was ral- aa. g. 40. 
ſed by St. Peter ; and Eutychus by St.Paul; who aa... 
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were meer men aſlifted by the miraculous Gift 
of God. Yet None of theſe Thaumaturgicks, 
neither Elijah, nor Eliſba, nenher St.Paul, nor 
St. Peter, (no, no more, than cither Entychus,or 
Dorcas,) could raiſe Themſelves out of their Se- 
pulchres, or ſtate of Death. And accordingly 
when our Saviour reviv'd the Dead man: at 
Naim, (being laid out upon the Bier,) the pco- 
ple trembled with aſtoniſhment, concluding 
Chriſt @ great Prophet ; and that was all. They did 
not. from thence infer his Gad-head.But for one 
and the ſame Perſon to raiſe himſelf out of his 
Grave, demonſtrates That Man to be mo meer 
Mortal; It demonſtrates 7het Mer to be God 
Incarnate ; God manifeſt in the Fleſh; God and 
Man in one Perſon, by an unign hypoſtatical; 
God who ſpake by the. Prophets; not a Great 
Prophet only, as ſome eſteem d ham. 
6.17. Now from a Serious Contemplation 
of ſo much Power, as was extended to our Lord 
in his ReſarreFjon, we ought to gather unto 
our ſelves a Chriſhan Confidence and Conrage 
in all our fallings, how great foever our Fall 
may be; nat into Poverty only,or Sickneſs,but 
Death it ſelf. 1f Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, 
malgre the ummoſt oppoſition of Men and 
Devils; ascafily breaking the Bands of Death, 
as Samſoz did his green Withs ; it follows _ 
that. 


$.17. from our Lord's Riſing from the Dead. 
that we Chriſtians, (that 1s, Imitators of Chriſt,) 
arc of all men the moſt happy; as having the 
leaſt cauſe to fear, what Men or Devils can d6 
zunto us. "Tis true, 1n reference to the Danger 
of doing evil, happy is the man that feareth al- 
ways. Bur in reference to the danger of Suffer- 
ing evil, and that becauſe we refaſe to do it, 
woe be to the man that is moſt afraid. For he 
cither diſtruſts God's Power, or ſuſpefts his fpe- 
cial providence,or  deſpairs'of His Love,or doubts 
at lcaft of his Promifes;and makes ſome Quefti- 
on of his Veracity ; forgets the Precept of the 
Almighty, however frequentlypromulg'd both 
in the Old and New Teſtament. Firſt 1n-ehe 


33 


01d, Fear ye 'not the reproath of men;nor be afraid, ,.. 


of their revilings: andithar for this 'reafon;be- 
canſe the Moth fhall eat them up like- a Garment, 
and the Worm like woot]. And-agaitt in the New, 
Fear not them that cant kill the'Body : atid that 
for this reaſon, becauſe'they re not able to bur? 
the Soul. "Tis a thing worthy of obfervation, 
how God zpbraids his People's Cowardize,and 
fceks to ſhame\therni our of their fears. Who ar? 
thou that ſhould'ft be afraid\ of a man that ſhall 
dye, and be made as graſs? And forgetteſt thy 
Maker, who hath ftretched out' the' Heavens, and 
hath» laid the' Foundations of the'Patth? (Iſa-51. 
12;13-) fora Servant,and's Soldierand withal 
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a younger Brother of Jeſus Chriſt, (who 3s not 
aſhamed to call us Brethren, ſays the Apoſtle,) 
to be afraid of his fe/low-Creature,wholc life is 
in his Breath, and whoſe Breath is in his No- 
ftrils, and whole Foundation 1s in the Duſt; 
to fear a Man that ſhall dye, and be food for 
Worms, and not at all to fear Him, or to fear 
him Jeſs, who can 4&;/Land make alive, and de- 
ftroy for ever,and make us feel our ſelves dying 
co all Eternity, without the benefit or the hope 
of a Diſſolution ; Thus 1s ſuch an anworthineſs, 
as ought not 1n juſtice to be indurd. For 'tis 
implicitly to deny, that Chriſt is riſen from the 
Dead; and to abct the Jewiſh Slander,7 hat: his 
Diſciples ftole him away whilft the Watchmen ſlept. 
Yea to ſtand in more fear of our Lord's Ene- 
mies, than of Himſelf; cannot but come with- 
in the Notion of flat Idolatry, and 1s a pradts. 
cal Abjuration of His Divinity. To dubelieve 
our Lord's Death, or' to doubt of his Riſing 
from it, or of his Riſing as the Firſt-fruits of 
a General Harveſt; And ſo. to doubt of theſe 
things, as to ſink under the load of our ſuffer- 
ings for him, or clſe to caſt it from off our 
Shoulders, as 1f we ſuſpefed that Chriſt himſelf 
can neither ſuccour us 1n, this World, nor re- 
quite us in. the Next; This 1s ſuch a Diſpa- 
ragement to the Immenſity-of his Power,and the 

: Veracity 
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 Veracity of his Word,chat I cannor tell how we 


can more provoke him. This may therefore ſug- 
geſt a reaſon of that ſtrange thing art the firſt 
appearance, why St. Zohn in his Revelations 
docs rank the fearful and wunbelieving as the 
great Ringleaders:in Hell, preceding the Mur- 
derers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and 'Liars. 
who yet arc all to have their portion of Fire 


and Brimſtone ; becauſe a Man's NO and 


Diſtruſt are apt to be the Cauſes of all the reſt; 
his Misbelieving and Disbelieving, are univer- 
fally the at je all Impiety. Not to be- 
heve that Chritt is riſen,or. ſo faintly to-believe 
it, as to have but a kind of Szſpicion of it, be- 
trays the Succours of the Soul, and ſtands in 
an abſolute oppoſition to Ghoſtly flrength ; and 
makes a Man to be as wicked,as the World.and 
the Fleſh, and the Devil will have him. For in 
the feebleneſs.of a Man's Faith the principal 
ſtrength of Sin ies. And when we have Traitors 
within our City, as well as weak parts in our 
yery Walls, Temptations take us by way of 
Storm; and break in upon us like Conquering 
Torrents. 

6.18. There are multitudes of People who 
ſeem to have a ſirong Faith: in the Death of 
Chriſt ;(bcheve he fufer'd for their Sins; That 
he did by all mcans,and for theirs alone ;) = 

Q- 
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do not ſem: to have an Intereſt, (nor to be- 
| _—_ + 004g any -» me Power and 
Iitre of his Reſurrefion. For 1t at any time 
they are troubled;they arc difireſs'd too: if per- 

aliccle,they Rraighe conclude they are 


forſaken; or. if 2 little taft: down, they poorly 
reckon they. are deftroyd. All in a perfect Con- 


trariety to the Chriſtians of the firſt Times, 
who'\were Chriftians #2: deed, and not in a na- 
ked Profeſſion only, For St. Paul ſpeaking of 
Them 1 a conjunction with Himfelf, We are 
troubled (fays He): on every \ fide, yet not in di- 
2 Cor. 4. 8, 9. ſtreſs. Sufficiently: perplexed, but ot at all n 
Deſpair. Pexſecuted we are, but Tot forſaken. 

And however ceft down,yct not deſtroy d. Now 

from whence: had they this Conſtancy,Support, 

verſe 13- 'and, Courage, but (as St. Pal does there'fay) 
from the Spirit of Faith? or from the ftedfaſt- 

zeſs of their Belzef, that Chriſt 3s riſen from the 

dead? tor ſo he {peaks m the next Verſe,/fnow- 


ing that he who raiſed up the Lord Feſus from the 


Dead, ſhall raiſe up us alſo by Feſus,and ſhall pre- 
ſent us with- you. This was the aſe St.Paul made 
in his Second Epiſtle to the Corinthians, even 
of this very Dodtrine which he teacheth them 
in the Firſt. Chriſt 35 riſen. from the Dead. That's 
his Doftrine. From which he' raiſes this xſe, (a 
ule of Comfort and Chriſtian Conrage,) Not to 


faint 
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faint in Tribulutions, altha* the outward: man fe- vere is. 


riſh. Be it {o that WC are always bear ing about P24 2Cor.4.10,11, 


our bodies the ing of the Lord Feſus ; Be it fo 
that we are daily deliyer d unto Death far 7 
ſake; yet {ice the Raiſer up of Feſws ſhall-raiſe 
up Vs alſo, and {hall preſent us weto himſelf 11 
the Face of Jclus, therefore we faint not, {Hays 
our Apoſtle ; ) but tho' aur etward man perijh, 
our Inward man notwithitanding renewed: dy. 
by day. We} 01.48/14 

' $.19. This is That our Lord Loves,@urima- 
king a.right and proper Uſe of his Reſurret- 
on: Not only bclieving it as a forys but bu- 
ſting to 1t, as a Support. ig cannatF 


| indure a 
have bis Fajthfulneſs ſuſpeRted; or his Zrath 
call'd in queſtzon,or his Omnipotence daubred 
of. His being Riſer from the dead,:he would 


mo ar #2, of FeAlo Att ther 1, —_— —  —— 


have us ſtill * Remember, and often'revdber *+ Tin, 28: | 


within gur {clves ; He would-have us often 
ruminate, and chew upon it by Meditation ; 
left at any time we be mearied, and faint in our 
Minds. Had he only been Cractfied, Deadand 
Buried; Then. all our Comfort had'\been exnci- 
fied ; all our Faith had been as dead ;-and our 
Hope buricd. For even a Dog,being alizedoes 
far ſurpals 2 dead Lyon. How jad and. Hopeleſs 
were the good Wamen;wlylf they -only:look't 
downwards,and ſaw the Body of Chriſt —_ 


= T 8 - . - - _, 
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Matt-28. 6, 


Heb.12. 1,2. 


which he reap't in his own behoof both in 
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All ctheir-Hope'was, in their Jooking upwards ; 
in ſceing their Maſter when he was Riſer. And 
this wil be our own beſt method ; not to 
look on his Grave, unlels it be as it 1s empry; 
and"to- inforce upon our ſelves the Angels ſay- 
ing to'the' two Maries, Why ſeek. ye the Living 


among the Dead? He is not Here ; for he is Ri- 
ſen. The ſureſt way to run with Patience the 
Race of life that is ſet before us, 18 thus to be 


looking up to Feſus the Author and Finiſher of our. 
Faith, who for the Foy that was ſet before him, 
endured the Croſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, and now 
is:fitting on the right band of the Throne of God: 


Incefſandy-interceding forus,as a well-beloved. 


Son with a Father of Mercies, tro whom be 
Honour and Adoration for ever and eycr. 
26:20. Again,if Chriſt 1s (O riſer,as hath been 


- hitherto'made apparent; and if we beheve it, 


without the leaſt doubt, or Heſitation ; Then 
let us'confider the chiefeſt ends of his Reſur- 


re&tion,in which our ſelvesare moſt concern'd. 
That ſo'we may examin, and prove our own 


ſelves; whether thoſe ends have been accom- 
pliſhed in-us, or not. Now the Apoſtle tells us 
plainly, That to this very end Chriſt dyed,and roſe, 
and revived, that he might be Lord both of the 
dead and' living, &c. Rom. 14.9. All the fruit 


his 
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$.20. from owr Lord's Riſing from the Dead. 
his ſuffering of Death, and in his riſing from 


the Dead, was, that he might have the full 


prerogative to lord it over us, and ir us: that 
we might not /ive unto ozr ſelves,nor dye unto 
our ſelves; ( v. 7.) but that whether we live, we 
might live unto the Lord ; or whether we dye, we 
might dye unto the Lord: and the reaſon of it 
is evident, becauſe whether we live,or dye, we are 
the Lord's, (v.8.) not ours, but his; for he hath 
bought us with a price.(1 Cor.6.20.)Ourlife,and 
our death, whatſoever we have, and whatſo- 
eycr we are, whatlocyer we are able to do, 
or ſuffer, we ought not to yalue them art all 
in any. other conſideration, than as by them 
we may be ſerviceable in ſome good Meaſure 
to Jeſus Chriſt. When we live 1n a courſe of 
Sin, we flatly ſay by our works, what the Jews 
did in words, Nolumus hunc, we will not have 
this manreign over us.(Luke 19.14.) He ſhall not 
be a Lord for us; we will not keep his ſtatutes, 
nor be obſervant of his Laws. We like the ſtatutes 
of Omni, and will live by the Law which is pre- 
dominant in our members. Thus 1s the language 
of our Doings; when we walk, and walk or, in 
a Tra of Sin. Let our Forms of Godlineſs be 
what they will, we do fruſtrate the end of his 
Dying for us, and defeat him of his purpoſe 
in 7i/ing up from the —I_ The proper = 
F @ 
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of Chriſt's Death and 11s Reſurretion are very 
ficly repreſented in the two parts of Baptiſm ; 
both alluded to by St. Paul, Colof. 2.12. We 
are buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, and in Bap- 
tim arc riſen with him. But Both through Faith 
of the operation of God.who hath raiſed. him from 
the dead. The going into the water, relates to 
Chriſt's Burial ; and ſhews us our obligation 
of dying to Sin; nailing the Body of our Cor- 
ruptions to our Bleſſed Saviour's Croſs ; and 
not only ſo, but laying them down 1n his 
Grave too; never lo to rife again,as to haye 
any Dominion, or Power over us. The coming 
out of the water, relates to Chriſt's ReſurreAion, 
and ſhews us our obligation of ri{ing again to 
the life of righteouſneſs ; neyer returning again 
to Sin, any more than Chriſt Jeſus did return 
into the Grave; but {till aſcending higher and 


| higher, by improvements of Grace, till we a- 
fſcend(as he did )unto a perfect conſummation 


of Bliſs and Glory. Thus we ſee our very Bap- 
tiſm does teach us the afes we are to make, 
both of the dying of Chriſt, and of his ri/ing 
from the dead. It 1s a way of Accommodat- 
on, with which St.Paul 1s fo well pleaſed, that 
he 1s pleas'd to repeat 1t in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans. We are buried with him by Baptiſm in- 
to Death; that like as Chriſt was raiſed from the 


Dead, 
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Dead, ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of = : 


Rom.6.3. Now when as Chriſtians we are bap- 

tizd, we do not dwell under the water ; we 

are not drown d. Juſt as when our Lord was 

buried, he did but ſojourn in the Grave ; did 

not Iye 1n 1t ſo long, as to ſee corruption. * Let * Rom. 6. 12, 
not Sin therefore reign in our mortal Bodies ; 

That's the Vſe we are all ro make of it. If un- 

happily we have dipp't into Sin ; let us not 
conſentingly lye under it, till we are drown'd. 

Or if 1t proves ſo that we are dead in tref- 

paſſes and Sins; yet let'us riſe by repentance 

to zewneſs of lite. Again,when once we arc bap- 
tizd, we are not baptiz'd any more ; we x 7 
not pals a ſecond time under the water ; and 
Chriſt being raiſed from the Dead, dyeth no 
more ; Death hath no more Dominion over him. 
( Rom. 6. 9.) We therefore being rais'd from 
the death of Sin, muſt fir no more ; Sin muſt 
have no more Dominion over us. This 1s the Uſe 
we are to make of that Alluſton. And when 
theſe Uſes are duly made,we have hit the end 
of Chriſt's dying, and of his riſing from the 
Dead. And therefore, 

Thirdly, we may know by this, our ghoſtly 
flate and condition ; whether or no we have 
an Intereſt in the Death and Reſurre&tion of 
Jeſus Chriſt. If not in the /ater, we can have 
= none 


* Rom, 4. 25. 


LA. 5. 31. 
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none 1n the 4 to do us good. For our 
Sins by Chriſt's Death arc made but apr to be 
pardon'd.; they are not attually pardon'd, unlels 
by force of his ReſurreAion, and of his media- 
ting for us at the right hand of God. He dyed 
for our /ins, that 1s, becauſe we had fin'd, and 
he would Satisfie the juſtice we fin'd againſt. 
But he * roſe again for our 7u/tification, to pro- 
cure to us | Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins. 
Yer this the Apoſtle hath taught us for our 
Inſtruction,that if we have been planted together 
in the likeneſs of Chriſt's Death, we ſhall be alſo 
in the likeneſs of his Reſurreion. ( Rom. 6. 5.) 
Which 1s as much as to ſay, That if we have 
{incerely forſaken fin, (10 unitation of Chriſt's. 
Death,)and thereby have becn grafted into the 
Body of Chriſt Jclus,becoming part of the ſame 
Tree with him,and partaking with him who is 
the Root of the very ſame 7aice; we ſhall cer- 
cainly bring forth the very ſame fraitrs.; and 
ſo at laſt we ſhall partake of the very ſame 
Harveſt. 1 ſay the ſame fruits, as I ſay the ſame 
Harveſt, though not in perfefion, at leaſt in 
kind. Our fruit will be unto holineſs,and the end. 
everlaſting life, Rom. 6. 22. 7 he Love of Chriſt 
will conſtrain us (1t 1t abide 1n us indeed) not ro 
live unto our ſelves, but unto him who dyed for 
us, and roſe again, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. That was 
dt. Paul's 
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St. Paul's way of trying,whether or no we /ove 
Chriſt,and have attained unto-the Power of his 
Reſurrefion. From whence 1t follows, (which 
is a ſad, but unavoidable Conſequence,) that if 
we live unto ozr ſelves, and not intirely unto 
Chriſt, we fall ſhort of the End for which he 
dyed and roſe again. It we are not Purified in 
the ſenſe of St. Fohn,and become zealous of good 
works 1n the ſenſe of St.Paul;we are not Chriſt's 
peculiar people,T it.2.1 1. If we are not new Crea- 
tures, We are not in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 17. What 
then remains for the avoiding of theſe ſequels, 
and for the certain Attainment of that high 
privilege of being Chriſt's peculiar people, but 
that we become as new Creatures? that we pu- 
rifie our ſelves ? that we be zealous of good works? 
that we live no longer unto ozr ſelves,but unto 
him who dyed for us,and'roſe again from the desd? 

To him therefore who 1s able to keep us from 
falling ; and to raiſe us when we are down 
and to preſent us being riſen before the pre- 
ſence of his Glory with exceeding Joy ; To the 
only wiſe God our Saviour,who dyed for our 
ſins, and roſe again for our Juſtification, and 
became the fir{t-truits of chem- that ſlept, be 
aſcribed by us and by all the World, Bleſling, 
and Glory, and Honour, and Power, and Wil: 
dom,and Thanklſgiving,trom this day forwards 
for cycr more. Amen. CHAP. 
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Our Lord's Riſing being proved, Ch.Il. 
CHAP. 11, 


6.1.T N the former Chapter I treated con- 

& cerning a Change 1n the Body of Chriſt ; 
and took my Riſe for that purpoſe,from 1 Cor. 
15.20. Chriſt is riſen from the Dead. Now 1n as 
much as he is riſen,that we may riſe ; And that 
if we riſe not,we are no whit the better for His 
being riſen : I have thought 1t moſt uſeful, 
as well as moſt pertinent and Mcthodical, to 
cransfer my Meditations from ozwr Lord's Body 
unto ozr own ; and ſo to ſhew the great Ad- 
vantage, which the Change of His Body ſhall 
make in ours. Not a Change, quatenus ipſum, 
or meerly as it 1s a Change; for cyen AV ſhall 
be changed, without exception, or rcſerye : 
whether children of the Devil, or Sons and 
Daughters of Grace and Glory. Herod,as well 
as Zohn; and Simon Magus, as well as Peter ; 
and Hymenzus, as well as Paul ; All mankind 
ſhall have a Change,but not a change unto the 
Better ; for moit will find 1t unto the worſe. 
Our Saviour's Flock 18 a little one, compared 
with the greatneſs of Satan's Herd; and the 
way to Heaven 1s but narrow, in compariſon 
with the broad one which leads to Hell ; the 
Moſt will rife, only to fall: They will riſe out 
of 


| 
£ 
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6.1. does prove our own. as” 
of a Pit of but ſeven foot deep, that they may 
fall into a Bottomleſs,and Boundleſs Pit. Expred- 
{ed to us by a Lakewhich ever-more burns with 
Fire and Brimſtone. A molt tremendous Reſur- 
re&tion, {and more to be deprecated than 
None,) which makes ſo /amentable a Change 
in the Body of Man. To be changed there- 
fore by Chriſt, as Chriſt was changed by Him- 


ſelf, from the 7orments of the Crols, and the 


Obſcurity of the Grave, unto a rayiſhing Con- 
dition of Bliſs, and Glory, we muſt be quali- 
fied and [calon'd with the Duties here injoyn- 
ed throughoutthis Chapter. We muft rejoyce in* Pi. 
the Lord, (v.1.) and ſo keep Eaſter as a good 

T ime, or as an Holy-day indeed. We mult be- 

ware of evil workers, ( v.2.) muſt not have the 

leaſt fellowſhip with the untruittul works of 

darknels. We muſt not have confidence in the fleſh, 

but worſhip God in the Spirit, (v.3.) muſt reckon 
all things but Dune, for the excellency of the know- 

ledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, (v.8. ) we muſt 

learn to know Chriſt, and the power of his Reſur- 

refion, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being 

conformable unto his Death, ( v. 10. ) forgetting 

thoſe things that are behind, and reaching forth - 
unto thoſe things that are before, we mult preſs 
towards the mark, for the price of the high 

Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, (v.1 23,14.) In q 

WOTLGQs, 


"a 


word, we muſt be men whoſe Converſation is 
in Heaven, ( v. 20.) St. Paul's words are, us, 
To WOAITEVILEE & Vegvors' the word WOAITEULE does 
import, that Heavez it (clt 1s that City, which 
we 1n Chriſt are made free of. And by conle- 
quence we muſt /ive as ſo many Citizens of 
Heaven, in oppoſition to the Muckworms, 
whoſe God is their Belly,and whoſe glory is in their 
ſhame, and who mind earthly things, (v.1 9.) Here 
indeed we have a City,but not a City to abide 


Heb. 13. 14. #7; for we ſeek, one to come: even a City having 
Heb. 2, 22, Foundations,the Myſtical Mount Sion, the City 


Eph. 2 


of the Irving God, the heavenly Feruſalem. There 
dwells our Saviour, and our Prince, There fits 
our Advocate,and our Fudge. There we ought 
to be already, at leaſt in our Minds, and Me- 
ditations. We muſt contemplate thoſe things 
which will lead us 7Thither. We muſt regulate 
our Lives by rhe Laws of that City. Our Chri- 
ſtianity muſt be the Praftice,not only the Pro- 
fefſion of heavenly lite and Converſation. And 
when once we have attain'd to this degree of 
Perfection, (by making uſe of that Grace our 
Lord has given us,) then we may ſay touch- 
ing our ſelves without Vanity or falſhood, 
(as once St. Paul of his Epheſians,) we are not 


; ſtrangers, and foreigners, but SupnoMTALTWOy avi, 


Fellow-Citizens of the Saints,and of the Houſhold 


Our Lord's Riſing being proved, Chl. 
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of 


$.1,2. does prove 0ur Own. 
of God, Then we may boaſt with Anaxagoras, 


and with Seneca s Wife Man,Potiore noftri parte Sence. Epi}.41, 


illic ſumus unde deſcendimus: Our Better part is 
11] 7There, from whence we derived our Ori- 
ginal ; and from whence we look with /ong- 
ng, (not with Zerror, or Conſternation,) for the 
molt glorious and final Advent of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall change our vile Body,that Phil. 3. u13 


it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body. 

6.2. A Promiſe carrying with it its own AL 
ſurance: for 'tis founded in his Omnipotence, 
his mighty Power, who is able (ſaith St. Paul in 
the next words after this Text) to ſubdue all 
things unto Himſelf. And 'tis a Promiſe made 
up of as many Parts, as Logicians commonly 
reckon in the whole Predicament of Action. As, 

Firſt, the Aion it ſelf: welagnuclica, he will 
transfigure, ({o the Greck ; ) or he will change, 
(fo the Engliſh.) 

Secondly, the Agent: and That 1s briefly 
1mply'd in the Pronoun Who ; but expreſſed 
ro us at large 1n the Verſe precedent, by 
xver9. Ewinp, the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thirdly, the Patient, or the SubjeF, or the 
Recipient of the Action : and That 1s 1 o6ye: 
not the Spirit, but the Fleſh. Many Heathens 
did belive the Immortality of the Soul; But 
5.@ 79 06uc, NC ſhall change our Body. 
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The certain Change which Chriſt's Body Ch.II. 


Next the Terminus 4 quo, the abje&t Term or 
Condition,from which our Body 1s to be chan- 
ged: «T0 T1; TaTarwoews, (for T47@41071TG.,) from 
its ſtate of Humility, (fo the Greek,) or of its 
Vileneſs, (lo the Engliſh.) A Vile Body it 1s, as 
being evermore obnox10us to all the miſerics 
upon Earth; and again, a Vile Body, as being 


We 25h ſown in Diſbonour, and in C orruption, wherein the 


Maggots and other Vermin will have the 
picking of its Eyes out, and make their Neſts 
within 1ts skin. 

Laſtly, the Terminus ad quem, the Glorious 
Term,or Condition, into which 'tis to be chan- 
ged : es 77y GU popPws i, into a likeneſs OT confor- 
mity with the Body of Chriſt's Glory, (ſo the 
Greek,) or like unto his Glorious Body, (fo the 
Engliſh.) 

Thus we ſce what ſhall befall us at the ge- 
neral ReſurrefFion. A miraculous Change ſhall 
be wrought upon us. We ſee by whom, and 
from whence, and to what admirable Advan- 
ztageand after what manner we ſhall be changed. 

6. 3. Bur I muſt firſt of all ſpeak to rhe 
change it ſelf, without relation to any Circum- 
ſtance wherewith the change 1s to be cloath'd. 
And I muſt render fuch Reaſons for it,as may 
ſerve for ſo many Arguments or Corroborations 
of our Belict.For when St.Paul preaching at A- ' 


thens, 


+ 6:3, ſhall make in ours. 


thens, did but nakedly affirm the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, wichout an addition of Reaſons 
for 1t, moſt of his Auditors fell ro mock him. 


All their »ſe of the Sermon was their Deriſion aa. 11. 33. 


of the Preacher. And conſidering we live in an 
Iron Age; an Age whole very Tron has gather'd 
Ruſt too ; which 1s a {1gn that we are fallen 
into thoſe /aft dregs of 7ime, whereof 'twas 
ſaid by our Saviour by way of Prophecy.,wher 
the Son of Man cometh, ſhall he find Faith upon 
the Earth? (that 1s to ſay, He ſball Not;) I ſay 
conlidering theſe things; the World has necd 
of being convinced, that there 1s really ſuch 
a thing as a Reſurrefion. Men are ſuch Sad. 
ducees 1n their Adtons, ſuch arrant Herodians 
in their Lives,that 'tis hard to think them Chr:- 
ſtians,1n Heart,or Head, or in any thing more, 
than the bare Profeſſion. For Faith and Manners 
do hold proportion with one another. When 
Faith 1s very well rooted,not only in the Heads, 
bur the Hearts of men, it will infallibly ſhoot 
forth into excellent good Fruit,as well as Bran- 
ches. But do we not live among(t ſome,whoſe 
Hearts are ſo full of Infidelity, and fo much 
more than Brimfull, as not to be able to con- 
tain 1t from running over ? Are there not ſome, 
whole very Hearts arc breaking, out often at 
their Mouths, and their Fingers ends,whilſt they 
G 2 {tick 


flick not to ſay and write, that they were born 
at all adventure, and that they ſhall dye as they 
were born? that their Bedies ſhall become Aſkes, 
and their Souls vaniſh as the ſoft air, and that 
Beth jhall be hereafter, juſt as if they had newer 
been ? Such as Theſe are to be humbled, and 
kept in Awe by dreadful Afertions and Defen- 
ſatives of the two Jaſt Articles in our Creed, 
the Reſurreflion of the Body, and the Life Ever- 
taſting. 

$.4. Others on the other hand are to be con- 
ſtantly fed with Hope,that what they now ſow in 
Tears, they ſhall reap in Foy: And that their 
Body ſhall be as Precious,as now *us Vile, That 
he who at prelent goerh on his way weeping, 
ſhall come again with great Gladneſs at the gc- 


xCor. 15-19 neral Harveſt, and ſhall bring his ſheaves with 
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him. If in this life alone we had hope in Chriſt, 
(as St. Paul argues to the Corinthians,) we were 
of all men in the worſt Condition ; eſpecially 
when we ſuffer the greateſt evils, ratacr than 
conſent to commit rhe /eaft. As good be any 
thing.as a Chriſtian; were 1t not for this change. 
A perſecuted Saint would be good for nothing. 
Unto what end did Eleazar refuſe the offers 
of a Deliverance, it (after all) he may not 1n- 
joy by ſo much @ better Reſurrefion? or to 
what purpoſe did our Apoltle fight the good 


fight 


The Neceſſity of Arguments QCh.IE. 


| 
\; 


_ 6. 4 whereby to prove a ReſurreFion. 


GT 
fight of Faith through all imaginable hardſhips, _ 
it there is no ſuch thing art laſt, as a Crown of © 
Righteouſneſs * we might call the * proud happy, «va.;1s. 7. 
and bleſs the workers of Iniquity, 1n caſe there 

were not a Day to come,. when God will bind 

uþ his Fewels. Death would indeed be the 

King of Terrors;(as Bildad told his friend Fob,) 

if to dye were to Periſh, and to be ſhut out of we 
the World: Lord! what a melancholick Refle- 
&tion ſhould a Man make upon: his Grave; 
wherein he cannot eſcape his being a loath- 

fore E:»andBparos, (eaten of Worms when he is 4c-12-23- 
dead, as Herod was whilſt he was /iving,) were 

he not able to /ook beyond it,and ſay with the 
Confidence of Fob to his inſulting friend Bil- 

dad; 1 abſolutely Know my Redeemer liveth? Tt 1 19 *, 
being revealed to me from Heaven,and deep- * 
ly imprinted-upon my Heart,that he ſhall tand 

(as a Triumpher) in the laft day upon the Earth: 

and tho” Worms, after my skin, ſhall deſtroy this 

Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God: and not 

with other, but with theſe ſame Eyes. This was 
ſpoken by a Gentile, (for ſuch was-holy 7ob 

in the Land of Vz,) not from the meer ſtrength 

of Reaſon, or the Relerches of Philoſophy ; bur 

from the Dictates of Divimty, and ſupernatu- 

ral Revclation, which made him 7nfallible. in 

his Believing: (what he therefore call'd his 
Mnowing,) 


IS. 32, 


Nullus tam a= 
pert poſt Chri- 


The Neceſſity of Arguments Chl. 
Knowing,)the Reſurreftion of his Fleſh in the Day 
of Judgment. So that in Zeb we have an In- 
ſtance'of that divine Faith, which 1s ſaid to be 
the Evidence of things not ſeen, and the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for, Heb.11.1. Had he not ſpo- 
ken as an Enthuſiaſt, and from the whiſperings 
of the Spirit, St. Ferome could never have ſaid 
with truth, what yet he did with great Con- 


fidence, that no man living ſince Chrift has ſo 


ſlum, quan if explicitly and ſo plainly expreſſed this Article 

Cbriſhjum, 
le Tof rin 
loquitur.S. Hit- 
ron. in locum, 


of our -Creed [the Reſurrefion of the Body,] as 
He who liv'd an Idumaean, as well before Mo- 


ſes, as before Chriſt, who was not born of the 


Virgin till 1600 years after. 

$:5. Now to cſtabliſh our own Aſurance of 
Faith and Hope, that our Bodies ſhall not be 
loft, but rather ſafely laid up, and kindly com- 


matted (as to a Guardian) to the cloſe Cuſtody 


of the Earth, and only diſlolv'd into the Ele- 
ments as certain Repoſitories or Veſſels, trom 
which they will be forth-coming upon the ſound- 
ing of the laſt Trumpet,cxactly marſhalled and 
dilciplin'd in Rank and File, at the great and 
general muſter of the Lord God of Hoſts,who 
will no more make us a Mz{itant, but ( from 
thenceforth) a Triumphant Army,no longer to 
fight,burt to be crown'd (for having fought un- 
der Chriſt's Banner; ) Let us premiſe a tew Ar- 
guments 


$.5,6. mhereby to prove q ReſurreAion. 


guments as Fortifications of our Belief. 

6.6. The firſt of thele 1s to be drawn from 
the Conſideration of our Creation : Concern- 
ing which God ſaid ro Adam, Thou ſhalt return 


unto the Ground, for out of it waſt thou taken. Gen. 3. 1g. 


Duſt thou art,and to. Nuſt ſhalt thou return.There 
we {ce how our Beginning affords us an Em- 
bleme of. our End: and how our End yields 


us an: Argument, whereby to aflert our New 


Beginning. For if once out of the Ground,why 
not again? if created out of the Farth, why 
not re/tor d? It. cannot: certainly be ſo hard, 
or ſo ſtrange a thing,to be recover d out of the 
Dirt, into which(betore we were)we could not 
have had a Diſolution. Admit our Death were 
a Redufion into an indigeſted Chaos ; and from 
thence into that ancient and primitive Nothing, 
out of which the Rude Chaos was firſt C WS. ; 


yet ſtill'a Second Reſult from Nothing, would. 


be as poſſible as a Firſt : And if we acknow- 


ledge a fefibility in the Creation of our Bodies, . 


4 Re-creation of the ſame,we can never ſtick ar. 
He who could wake us out of Nothing; can 


out of Nothing remake us. This 1s a Conle-- 


quence undeniable from the Hypotheſis pre- 
nus'd, in cale 'twere every whit as true, as: WE 


know 'tis falſe.. But we are taught by plain: 
Experience, (the Irreſiſtible Miſtrils of our Al-- 


ſent,) 


Dificiliov efl 
mutatio 4 non 
e//e ſinplici, 
quem 4 non ei 


ſent,) that what we commonly call Death, is 
indeed nothing more than a Dr/olution. A Diſ- 
ſolution 1s nothing more, than an wnloofing of 
the Compages:; not a Nulling of the Ingredients, 
whereof a Body is mo: up. A taking aſund:r 
of our materials; not tal ceſſation of them. 
We have a clearer comprchention of what we 
ſhal! be when we are Buried, than 'us poſſible 
for us to have of what we were,c're we were 
Born. And with This the generous Mother (in 
the ſecond Book of the Maccabees) excited her 
Children to their Martyrdoms, which Antiochus 
the Tyrant prepared for them. I cannot tell 
| 24Macc. 7.22, Jou(my deareſt Sons) how ye came into my womb, 
[| #2&. T neither gave you your Breath; nor form'd your 
Members. Neither is it I, but the Creator of the 
World,by whom ye arc what ye are; by whoſe 
| aſliſtance from above, ye regard not your lives 
| for his Laws ſake; and who will alſo, of his own 
| mercy, give you Breath and life again. 0 my Sons, 
have pity on me; and ſuffer bravely thoſe Tor- 
| ments, which now attend you. Look on the 
| Heaven and the Earth, and conſider God made 
f them of things that were not ; and fear not- this 
I Tormentor. Now I proceed,with that woman, 
vl to argue Thus : When Earth:was taken our 
of Nothing,and a Man's Body out of the Earth; 


Ver.27,28,6 Co 


nl 
| | Or 
| 
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'tis plain the Body of Man was Nothing at one 


$.6,7. of the Reſurrefion. 
or two Removes at moſt: And 'tis much a 
greater ſtep from Nothing to Something,than 
trom one thing to Another, or from the Same 
unto It ſelf. So that if we can believe the Crea- 
tion of the Body, ſure 1ts Reſuſcitation we can- 
not doubt of. We have the word of God affir- 
ming, as well the one, as the other. And the 
later (tro common Reaſon) 1s lels aſtoniſhing, 
than the former. 

6. 7. A ſecond Argument 1s to be drawn 
from the Dignity of a Man above other Crea- 
tures. God was pleas'd to make Man but /ittle 
lower than the Angels, giving him Maſtery or 
Dominion over the work, of his hands. Touching 
the other Creatures, he ſaid, Let there be light, 
and there was light. Let there be a Firmament, 
and ſo it was. He did not ſay,Let there be Man, 
and there was Man ; But faciamus, Let us make 


him ; and Ict us make him after: our Likeneſs. Sen. 1.26. 


Nor did he only form Man of the Duſt of the 


55 


Ground ; Bur allo breath'd into his Noſtrils the Gen, 2. 7. 


Breath of life. And can we 1magin it to be like- 
ly, that God will ſuffer Is Nob/eft Creature to 
periſh for ever in the Earth? to lole one part 
of his two Eſſentials ? That Vaginam Aflatis 
Dei, ( as Tertullian ſomewhere calls it, ) That 
choice Repoſitory, or Caſe, in which he was 
plcas'd to ſheath his Breath? That goodly 7a- 

H bernacle 


Job 14-15, 


Rev. zi, I, 


"© Ta. 40, 6, 
3 i Pet, 1. 24+ 
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bernacle, or Tent, wherein it pleaſed himſclf to 
dwell, by an Incarnation ? No ſure ( ſays Fob, 
concerning Gad, to God himlſclf,) He will have 
a Deſire unto the work, of his own Hands.He who 


Breathed into our Neſtrils the Breath of life,will 


never ſo blow upon us with the Breath of his 
Diſpleafure, as wholly to blaſt what he has 
planted in this his-low and inferiour Nurſery ; 
But will infallibly tranſplant us ( in due time 
and ſeaſon) to flouriſh as Trees of Immortality 
about the River of Life. 

6.8. A Third Argument may be taken from 
the changes which are wrought on Inferiour 
Creatures :. » X0Tjues ANAIGT', the wor Id without 
us is full of changes ;, and many Changes we 
obſerve of the world within us. Things go our, 
and come in, ſhifting their Properties, or their 
Places, and many times their very Shapes; and 
then return (as in a Circle) to the Condition 
they were 1n, at their "ow out. The Scri- 
pture tells us, * All Fleſb is Graſs. Experience 
tells us, Al Graſs is Fleſh. There being a change 
and Reſurrefion of the one out of the other. 
For all manner of Fleſh, being putrified and 
corrupted, does ſerve to fatten and feed the 
Earth. The Earth becomes fruttul,and brings 
forth Grafs. The Graſs becomes Food tor the 
Fleſh of Beaſts. The Fleſh of Beaſts becomes 


Food 
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Food for the Fleſh of Mer. And we know the 


: 


Fleſh of Men 1s again turn'd into the Earth. 
Thus we ſee there 1s a Circle of ſeveral chan- 
ges; all as remarkable, as they are obvious. All 
fleſh 1s grals, at the firſt ſetting our ; and a- 
gain at long running, all graſs is fleſh. Such 
Circular motions and mutations we might ob- 
ſerve (if we had Time) in molt things elſe : 
Not only in all the Families, but Forms of Ge- 
vernment 1n the world. There 1s obſeryable in 
Polybius an Araxuixauwes Poaleawy, a Circulation 
of Conditions or Forms of Politie, whereof 
the firſt and beſt 1s Monarchy ; which ſooner 
or later 1s corrupted into 7yrarny; That again 
into 0ligarchy; and This into Democraty; out 
of which comes OVchlocraty ; and Cheirocraty out 
of That. Brutiſh ſtrength in This laft gives Law 
to Juſtice. And the ſole meaſure of Right, 1s 
either the /ength of a Man's Sword, or the 
ftrength andthe $kill of the Hand that holds it. 
This Cheirocraty 1s indeed Anarchy ; (a word in- 
vented by Polybius to import the ſame thing ;) 
of which when Men are fick enough, not to be 
able to indure it ; then they flye by way of 
Refuge to the Wings of a Monarch for pre- 
ſervation. Such are the Changes which we 
obſerve, ( taught by the wileſt of Hiſtorians 
zamoneg(lt the amrcs f in the Cycle of Socie- 
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ties and Commonwealths. And Thus the Sea- 
ſons of the year do cver fall, and riſe up, into 
one another. The Day dyes every Night, and 
is rexered cyvery Morning. The Spring expires 
L1o the Summer ; and This into the Autumn ; 
Thar 1s loſt into the Winter ; which again 
pcriſheth into the Spring. Thence the Year 
got Its Title of 'Enauro;, ( a thing becoming 
endleſs,by fill expiring into It ſelf.;) and thence 
a Snake 1s made its Embleme, by taking his 
Tail into his Teeth. Nor 1s the Viciffitude of 
the Seaſons of more Remarque 1n this Caſe, 
than the Mulcitude of Creatures peculiar to 
them. For (not to inſtance in other 'Things,) 
How many Thouſands of Inanimate or Senſe- 
leſs Creatures,which have been buricd in the 
Earth ſince laſt December, do now injoy a Re- 
ſurrefion this preſent April ? Say then thou 
Sadducee, thou Fenxuan, thou Stupid: Sinner. 
Doſt thou imagin that when thou dyeſt, thy 
Grave 1s thy Dwelling-place for ever ? And that 
thy Bed 1s there made 1in perpetual. Darkneſs ? 
Thou Fool (ſaith the Apoſtle ) That which thou 
foweſt,is not quicken d except it dye. That which 
thou takeſt ro be the End, 1s but the begin- 
ing of 1ts Exiſtence ; or at leaſt a Tranſition, 
from a very much worſe, to a better ſtate. Is 
It not pity a Man of Reaſon ſhould be hy 

cnt 


py 


6.8. of the ReſurreAion. 


ſent to School to the meane/t Creatures } A 
Grain of Wheat 1s able to Teach thee the hardeſt 
Arcicle of thy Creed. For tho' thou ſhalt bury 
it every Autumn, yet it will Riſe every Spring ; 
yea as ſoon as it 15 putrified, it will peep our 
of its Furrow; and that as well to thine, as its 
own Advantage. Nor could 7t perpetuate its 
being what now 1t 15; did it not live,and dye 
by Turns. After the very ſame manner, our 
Graves are ſo many Furrows ; wherein our Bo- 
dies, as ſo many Grains, are not only Interr'd, 


bur alſo ſown (ſays St. Paul) by the hand of ,co. 15.43; 
Providence ; in expectation to be gather d at #4 


God's Great Harveſt; gather d as Wheat into 
his Garner, whilſt the Chaff is burnt up with un- 
quenchable Fire. Whilſt we lve in 7his world, 
the caſe 1s plain, we are all Mortals ; But we 
are far from being ſuch in the world to' come. 
From whence 1t logically follows, that we are 


qualified by our End, for a new Beginning. 
And that our Death 1s but a- Door to a Life of 


Glory. It is our Sav:iour's own Doctrin both 
in- the Protaſts, and Apodoſis : and with much 
more advantage,than I have given it. Except 
a Corn of Wheat fall into the Ground and dye, it 
abideth alone : It 1s 24 fruiels, and worthleſs, 
monaſtick thing; like a Barren dry Tree which 
incumbereth the Ground ; fit for nothing,bur 
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to be burnt, But if it dye,it bringeth forth much 
frait: (Foh. 12, 24.) There lyes 1s Intereſt,and 
irs honour ; Irs Dying 1s 1ts Introduftion to its 
Fertility,and Increaſe. This he applies unto him- 
ſelf, and calls his being murder 'd, his being g/o- 
rified on Earth: (v.23.) which cannot be with- 
out a reference to the Converſion of the Gentiles, j 
(whoſe Poſterity we are, ) and other glorious | 
effects, as well of his Death, as his Reſurreion. 
He did not Riſe, till he was down. Nor can 
we be quick'ned, except we dye: And what we 
vulgarly uſe to call the Laft day of our Life, 
1s indeed the very Firſt of our Immortality. So | 
far it is from being a Miracle, for ſo miracu- 
tous a Change to be wrought upon us; that 
a Want of This Miracle,would of all miracles : 
be the Greateſt. 
6.9. A fourth Argument may be rais'd from | 
the Conſideration of our Redemption ; which 
God was pleaſed to bring about, by humbly 
taking upon him the Nature, not of Angels, 
but of Abraham,and by conſequence of Adam, 
and in Him of all Mankind. Nor did He take 
it-on him by Halves; not the Nature of ha/f 
1 man; not ore part, without the other ; But 
he afſum'd the whole Nature; the Nature of 
the Body.as well as of the Sol. The Word was 
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for us in the Fleſh. It was his Fleſh, which was 
Crucified, dead,and buried. And what was it 
but his Feſb, which roſe again the Third day ? 
yea even after his Reſurrection, the moſt In- 
credulous of the Twelve did thruſt his Fingers 
into his Fleſh; Handle me, and ſee, (ſaid our 
Lord to Thomas) for a Spirit hath not fleſh and' 
bone, as ye ſee me have. Now ſuch as was 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, ſuch muſt be the Relur- 
rection of them that are Chriſt's. For he be- 
came the Firſt-fruits 5 which. ſhew the Nature 
of the whole Crop: And the Firſt-fruics of them 
that ſept; Nor 1s 1t the Spirit, but the Heſb,. 

in. reference to which we are ſaid to ſeep. 
6.10. A fifth Argument (like the former ) 
docs offer it {elf from our Adoption; and from 
the intimate Relation between the Head, and 
the members. In the ſixth Chapter of the fir/# 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, we find as great a 
ſhare of Honour, done by St. Paul unto our 
Bodies ; as may very well fatishe the higheſt 
Ambition of our Souls. The Body is for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the Body. (v. 13.) Kknow 
ye not that your Bodies are Members of Chriſt 2 
(v.15.) Know ye not that your Body is the Temple- 
of the Holy Ghoſt ? (v.19.) Nay ye are not your 
own, but are bought with a Price : therefore glo- 
rifie God in your Body, becauſe it is not yours, = 
| Gods. 
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God's. ( v. 20.) From all which Premiſes we 
may well argue Thus. 1/, It Chriſt 1s that 
Head, whereof our Bodies are the members ; 
the Body of Chriſt cannot be perfef, withour 
the Addition of ovr own. Head and Members 
are Relata ſecundum efſe ; whereof the one 
cannot ſubſiſt without relation to the other. 
Next, if our Body 1s for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the Body ; Then muſt our Body be 
raiſed up, if not for our ſake, yet for the Lord's. 
34ly, If our Body 1s the Holy Ghoft's Temple ; 
Then he will not deſtroy it, unleſs it be to rear 
it up; that ſo the Glory of the later Temple (in 
this ſenſe alſo) may much exceed that of the for- 
mer : That what is ſown in Corruption, may 
be raiſed in Incorruption ; that what 1s ſown 
in Diſhonour, may be raiſed in Glory ; that 
what 1s ſown in much weakreſs, may be rai- 
{cd again in Power; that whart 1s ſown a 7a- 
tural Body, may be raiſed a Spiritual body. 
The ſecond Temple of Feruſalem did nor (o 
much excel the firſt, as a man's Body, bcing 


raiſed, will excel its old ſelf. 4y, and laſtly, if 


God cxpects to be glorified both in our Body, 
and 1n our Spirit, and that becauſe they arc 
Both His; Then God Himſelf muſt nceds gle- 
rifie.as well the one,as the other. But the Grave 
cannot praiſe him ; Death cannot celebrate him 


They 
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They that go down unto the Pit cannot ſhew 
forch his Truth; if there 1s no ſuch thing at 
all as a ReſurreFion. We might expoſtulate, 
like the Pſalmift, were 1t not for this Change ; 
Doft thou ſhow wonders among the Dead? or ſhall 
the Dead give thanks unto thee? ſhall thy lovin 

kindneſs be ſhewed in the Grave? or thy Faithful 
neſs in Deſtruftion ? ſhall thy wond"rous works be 
known in the Dark? or thy righteouſneſs in the 


Land where all things are forgotten? * No man « 6.6. ; 


remembreth thee in Death; and who will give 
thee thanks in the Pit ? It follows theretore 
unavoidably ; that ſeeing God will be glorified, 
as well in our Body, as in our Soul, He will 
change our vile Body, that it may be faſhioned 
like unto his Glorious Body. And we may fay 
with our Apoſtle, that as the whole Creation 
groaneth and travelleth in pain until now, ſo we 
our ſelves do alſo groan within our ſelves, waiting 


for the Adoption, to wit, the Redemption of our 


Body. (Rom. $. 23.) 
6.17. A fixth Argument 1s to be urged (to 
All who are not Artiſcripturiſts) from the ſe- 
veral Teſtimonies and Pledges, which are exhi- 
bired to us 1n Scripture, of a Corporeal Reſur- 
reftion. In the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, we read 


of Women who received their Dead raiſed to life Heb. 35. 


again, *% «ra5arwo; (lays the original) by way of 
Reſur- 


ky 


Pſul 88. 159, 
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« King. i7- 1+ Reſcerretion. She of Sarepta was one z and the 
2 Kin.4.34.35- Shunamite Was another. Dorcas Was raiſed by 
48.9. St. Peter, and Eutychus by St.Paut; the Youth 


Luke 7.14 Of Naim by Chriſt Himſelf; who called Laza: 
Joh.11, 43-44. 145 OUT Of his Sepulchre, trom a ſtate of Pu- 


trefafion, as well as Death. Theſe he raiſcd. 


when he was /iving, but many wore when he 
Matth 29. 51, was Dead; as SN. Matthew tells us. For many 


5-533 Graves Were then opened, and wany Bodies of 


Saints which: ſlept aroſe. Ycano ſogner was our 
Thelled ara went 45 far out of their Graves, as the Holy City ; 
Buſch Eil'- and there appeared unto. many, who were quali- 


>vien 5 uels fied t0 atteſt their Death and Burial. Theſe 
bans; Mes Were the Karlieſl _ of that /ater Crop, or that 


Harveſt of men reviv'd, who, followed Chrift 


the Firſt-Fruits. Fox however ſome of Thele, 
in point of Time went before -him according 
10. the Fleſh, yer they were raiſed by His po- 
wer, who. was the Lamb. ſlain from the Founda- 
tions of the World. Add to this our Saviour's 


parable in the 16. of St. Luke; where Dives ſec-. 


ing Lazarus in Abraham's Boſom, ( tor ſo the 


ſews expreſs t Paradiſe) delired the Cooling of 


his Tongue with Lazarus his Finger. Both 1n- 
ferring the RefurreFion of all Men's Badies ; 
which a. Zongze and a, Finger muſt needs im- 
POLL. 50, WE, AIC bid 70 fear Him. who can fo 
ot 


Lord Riſen, than the Dead Bodies lo reviving 
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* both Body and Soul into Hell. And if there are 
Bodies of men in Hell;much more in Heaven , 
in as much as the Reward of God's Loyal Sub- 
jects,muſt rather exreed, than fall ſhore, of the 
Puniſhments inflicted on his Rebellions ones. 
6.12. A ſeventh Argitment for the proving 
a Reſurreion of the Body, (and that withour 
the help of Scripture, or ſupernatural Reyela- 
tion,) may be naturally ſupply'd from the In- 
mortality of the Soul. For if the Soul and the 
Body muſt fare alike, (which from the 7uftice 
of the Almighty "twill not be difficult ro e- 
vince;) then either the Sox! ought to be mor- 
tal, to tare #26 better than the Body; or elſe the 
Body muſt be Immortal, to fare 2s well as the 
Soul. The Immortality of a dead Body cannot 
poſſibly be effefted, but by the means of a Re- 
ſurreftion. The Immortality of the Soul will ap- 
pear from hence; that every thing in the 
World muſt have a Center. That alone 1s out 
Center, which gives a Reft and fatisfaction to 
all our Tendencies, and Defrres. And nothing 
Icls can give us That; than an eternal and ex- 
ceeding weight of Glory. An abſolute cndlefneſs 
of life ; and conſummation of Injoyments ; 
wherein ate Pleaſures unexpreſſible for ever more. 
But no ſuch thing wr 7þzs World, is to be 
had, or hoped for ; and therefore ſuch there 
I 2 muſt 
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mult be in the World ro come. 'Ir's true, the 
Schoolmen arc at odds, what kind of Appetite 
it 1s, which a// men have to a Summunm Bonum:; 
to a Perfeion of Beatitude; to an Eternity of 
Happineſs, or endleſs Bliſs. Whether ſuch an 
Appetite 1s ſupernatural, or natural; whether 
elicit, or innate ; whether potential only, or 
aftual ; Durandus and Scotus going one way ; 
Paludanus, and Sotus quite another ; (which yer 
they take ro be the ſame,) Cajetan a Third; 
Ferrarius a Fourth ; and Vaſquez ſomewhat dit- 
fers from All bctore him. But all agree upon 
the Main; that all rational Creatures have a 
Tendency of their Appenites to endleſs Bliſs ;. 
An Abhorrence of Extinfion ; and a Dejire of. 
Immortality ;, 'as that 1s ever-more attended 
with the perfefion of Delight. And no Vacuum: 
bang allowablc,in Grace,or Nature ; *Tis plain 
our Sozls cannot be adequate unto the 0bjed 
of our Deſires, unleſs by being as Immortal, as 
that 1s Infinite, and Immenſe. 

6. 1.3. But becauſe I put a ſtreſs upon the. 
Fuſtice of. the Almighty, in ſaying our Bodies 


and our Souls arc to fare alike ; therctore this 
our ſeventh Argument 1s to be fortified with, 


an eighth. And becauſe Divine Fuſtice 1s both 
Vindicative, and Diſtributive, as 1t reſpects its 
Two Objects, whereof the one 15 of Puniſhment, 


and. 


* 
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and the other of Reward; Therefore This my 
laſt Topick 1s to conſiſt of Two Branches ; and 
E muſt argue from both aparr. 

In reſpect of the former, Abraham took up- 
on him his Confidence to expoſtulate with his 
Maker ; tho' in a modeſt and meek Achnow- 
ledament of his own being but Duſt and Aſhes: 
Wilt thou deſtroy the Righteous with the wicked? 
That be far from thee: Shall not the Fudge of all 
the Farth do right? And by a parity of reaſon, 
we our ſelves who are alſo but Duſt and Aſhes; 
may reaſon the Caſe with our Creator in fear 
and reverence. W1ll not God puniſh the wick- 
cd with the wicked ? Will He be rather an 
Accepter of any man's Parts, than of his Per- 
ſon? Shall not the Body be a Partaker,as well 
in Suffering, as 1n. Sin ? The Fleſh 1s acceſary 
at leait to A// the Sins that arc commited ; 
and 1t ſeems 1n many of them to be the Prin: 
cipal Malefactor. As when the Fleſh lufteth a- 
gainft the Spirit: and when a Law in the Mem: 
bers does. wage a War againſt a Law in the mind. 
There are(apparently enough) 72 5a 13 ovpnres, 
pecrliar Sins of the Body ;, ſuch as Drunkenneſs, 
and Whoredom, which the Devil cannot com- 
mit, becauſe of Iis being A// Soul. And Te 
tia TH Lvy/ns, peculiar ſins of the Soul ; {uch as 
Emmy, and Maliciouſneſs, Pride, and Arrogance, 
and: 
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and Ambition, which are the filthineſs of the 


Spirit, as carnal uncleanneſs is of the Fleſh: 
And theſe were the ſins of the lapſed Angels, 


which had 0 Bodies at all; for they were 


ſinners even 1n heaven, before they were or 
could be doom'd to be Devils in Hell. And 
the Rule in our Law, [ that no legal Proceſs 
can be made againſt an Acceſ/ary, 1n caſe the 
Principal Offenders cannot be caught or appre- 
hended, becauſe The Principal 1n the Offence 
ought to be firſt in the Inditement,) docs thus 
far hold in the Court of Heaven ; that the 
Spirit of a man ſhall not go ſolely into Hell, 
for the Luftings of his Fleſh againſt his Spirit. 
Hrs mind ſhall never be tormented to all cter- 
nity without his Members,tor the Warring of his 
Members againſt his mind. The Rightcous Judge 
of all the World will neither puniſh the Ac- 
cefſary,and Ict the Principal go free ; Nor ſut- 
ter the Spirit as a Principal to bear the whole 
Brunt in the Condemnation, when the Fleſh as 
an Acceſ/ary has had 1ts Share in the 7ranſereſ- 
ſion. Neither the Fleſh nor the Spirit ſhall ſuf- 
ter ſingly,tor Sins commurted by Both conjoyn d. 
So that the Bodies of the Impenitent muſt needs 
be rais'd out of their Graves, that they may 
have an equal ſhare in the ſad eternity of their 
Souls. That God may render to every Man, 

(who 
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(:wha 1s compounded of Soul and Body,) AC- rom. s.s. 


cording to his Deeds. That Sinners having 


* Hands and Feet may be caſt into Hell. That *mazr.9. v. 43. 


every one may receive the things done 1n his 
Body, 2 Cor. 5.10. where 'tis obſervable how 
much che Greek. 1s more emphatical than the 
Engliſh. Our Engliſh Bibles do only tcad, [that 
every one may receive the Things done in his 
Body,] as 1t the Soul only had done them,and 
the Body had been the Work-houſe- wherein ſhe 
acted. Bur the original” ſays better, ira tnapo:; 
Noone. T% Ia 19 TwUATS, that CVETY ONE May 
receive, or carry away as his Reward (tor That 1s 
imported by xouilz) the Things done by his 
Body,as by a very ſpecial Inſtrument, and cauſe 
of working ; Not a meer Work-houſe, or Shop 
to work in. Yea there are not only Manuſcripts, 


to v. 48, 


but Printed Copies, (and particularly that of se 1b: mop 


\ Learncd Dr. 


the Complutenſes,,) which have in ſtead of T& Hammond, oz 1 


Jia, Ta fue TH TWHhATOS, that 15 tO fay, the pecu- 2 Cor. 5,10, 


liar and proper things of the Body ; as when 
the Body 15 the Principal, not a meer Acceſ/ary 
in Sin. And Thus a Bodily ReſurreFion may 


be inferred from the former, the Almighty's 


Correive, or Vindicative Juſtice, to whom a- 
lone Vengeance of right belongs. 

In reſpe&t of the Later, his Zſftice Diſtri- 
butive, as he 1s «:S«woIo77;, a Rewarder (by way 


of 
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of eminence) of them who d!igently ſeek him, 
we arc not only to argue His raiſing zp our 
Vile Bodies, Bur his advancing them 7o the 
Better; from the ſtate of their Vileneſs to that 
of Glory. For ſhall not the Fudge of all the world 
do what is equitable, and Right? 1s 1t not <qui- 
table and Right, (in regard of That Covenant 
which God in Chriſt has made with us,) that 
every one of our Bodies ſhould have its Part 
in the Wages, as well as in the Work of our 
Mafter Chriſt 2 Shall the Body of St. Peter be 
ſhamefully Crucified 1n 7his world,and ſhall it 
not be glorified 1n That to come ? Shall the Bo- 
dies of other Martyrs who were condemned 
to the Grid-iron, be made to ſhine no whit the 
brighter for being burnt? when we crucifie our 
ſelves by a Mortification of our Aﬀections, 
whether with Watching, or Faſting, or other 
Auſteritics of Life, what 1s it but the Body 
which 1s deprived of 1ts Delights? for we know 
the Pale Cheek, and the Hollow Eye,the akeing 
Head, and the ſhirt of Sackcloth, are things too 
groſs, and too paſſive, to touch the Soz/; un- 
leſs it be by her Partnerſhip in the Concern- 
ments cf the Body. And ſhall our Bodies be 
rewardcd for all their Watchings,with nothing 
more than an endleſs fteep? or be impriſon'd 
within the Graye, as a Recompence — 

or 
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for all their: Bonds? Shall the Abſence only of 
Pain become the -utrermoſt Amends for their 
loſs of Pleaſure? It cannot be. For God is ſwift 
to ſhew Mercy, and flow to wrath : Nor is He 
ſaid to be a God.ready to puniſh, but a God rea- 
dy to pardon, Nehem. 9. 17. His Puniſhments 
are commonly below our Merits, whereas his 
Rewards are ſtill above them. When 'm1s ſaid 
by the Plalmilt of thoſe ewo Attributes, God's 
Mercy, and.his Zzftice, that the one reacheth 
unto the Heavens, and the other unto the 
Clouds; Tho us not meant that one. Attri- 
ute 15 more extenſive than the other, ( for 
Both being Infinite, mylt needs be equal;) yet 
ir umplics He's more delighted in exhibiting 
the one, than in executing the other. And Al. 
I argue from 1t 18 7 his,that 1t the Bodzes of the 
Impenitent (hall be raiſcd up 1n 7zſtice, to be 
calt into Hell; much more will God 1n Mercy, 
raiſe up the Bodies of the Repentant,to the end 
they may receive thair Reward in Heaven. Tis 
truc He1s (what he 1s call'd) A Conſuming Fire. 
"Tis true, that Vengeance is His, and He will re- 
pay it ; cnough to keep us (one would think) 
from Carnal Security,and Preſumption. But 'tis 
4s truc, that to defend us from too much De- 
jeAion, and Deſpair, He fers Himlſclt our in 
che moſt. winning, and moſt exhilarating Ex+ 
K preſſ1ons 
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preſſions to be imagin'd : As the Father of 
Mercies, the God of All Conſolation,the Lord God 
that Healeth us, the Saviour and Deliverer in 
whom we Truſt ; In a word, the Rewarder of 
ſuch as diligently ſeek him. Thus 1s the Office 
He delights in; He loves to be /aying up Crowns 
of Righteouſneſs ; He loves to be ſaying, Well 
done good and faithful Servants, enter you into 
the Joy of your Lord; and ſo by a conſequence 
unavoidable,He loves to change our Vile Body, 
that it may be faſhioned like unto his Glorious 
Body, according to the mighty Irrefiſtible] work- 
ing, whereby he is able to Subdue All things unto 
Himſelf. 

6.14. And this would lead me (if I had 
Time, or 1f *twere uſctul to be tedious, which 
I think can never be,) from the Change we 
hope for, to the Author of it. From the Aion 
ro the Agent, briefly 1mply'd 1n the Pronoun 
Who, the firſt ſyllable of the Text; and expreſ- 


ſed to us at /arge in the next words going be- 
. fore. But that being reſcrved tor another Ex- 


erciſe of your Paticnce; I ſhall conclude and 
diſmiſs the preſent Subje&t of my Diſcourſe, 
with indeed a very ſhort, but yet a very ſufi- 
cient Uſe, and Application of the whole. This 
I ſhall ground in a Reflection on what I ſaid 
in the Beginning 3 that Mer as Mer ſhall have 
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* a Change of their Moulder'd Bodics, But not 


a change unto the better. Every Body ſhall be 
rais'd by the Power of Chriſt, as of a Fudge; 
But every Body ſhall not be rais'd by the Love 
of Chriſt, as of a Saviour. Many Bodies ſhall 
ſo be raiſed, as ardently to wiſh they had ne- 
ver riſen. They will be found to be fo wile. 
by being polluted with Imperitence, and obdu- 
ration, as not to be capable of the Change 
which now we ſpeak of. And therefore They 
will long to have the Mountains fall on them; 
and will intreat the Hills ro cover them; to hide 
them from the Face of Him that {atteth upon the 
Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. Now 
to the end we may eſcape ſuch a deplorable Re- 
ſarreftion, as well as attain unto a better ; we 
muſt conſider that Zeſus Chrift is but Cond;- 
tionally a Saviour, who will change our Vile body, 
and faſhion it like unto his Glorious Body, Not 
by a peremptory Volition to make us happy, ler 
our Lite and Converſation be what it will : 
He will not do 1t ſo irreſiſtibly, as 1n ſpite of 
our ſelves, and our own Impenitence, and even 
whether we will or no; Bur he will do it irre- 
{iſtibly with this proviſo, that we prepare our 
ſelves for it, and begin the Great work of our 
laſt Change whilſt we arc here. (as for example.) 
He whole Body 1s made Vile, ether by Drun- 


- 
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Our Change of Body muſt begin Ch.II. 
kenneſs,or Swearing, by Fornication,or Adultery, 
by Rebellion, or Sacrilege, by Hypocrifie, or 
Fraud,or any other the like uncleanneſs, (whe- 
ther carnal, or {piritual,) mult not {tay for his 
change until the general Reſurrection ; bur 
Preſently change his Vile body, (from this very 
inſtant whercin I fpeak,) and make it /ihe the 
Queen $ Daughter, all glorious within; by em1i- 
nent Temperance, and Sobriety ; by inoffenſive 
Communication; by words which are edifying, 
and uſctul, and miniſtring Grace unto the Hear- 
ers; by chaſt and exemplary Converſe ; by regu- 
lar, and honeſt, and upright Dealing. 

6.15. Which change of Body cannot begin, 
but by a change of Soul firſt. For as the Lines 
1n any Body of any figure in Geometry, do 
not naturally flow trom the Perimeter to the 
Center; but from the Center to the Perimeter ; 
ſo the 7houghts of our Hearts come not firſt 
trom our Adions; but our Ations arc jir/t de- 
rived from the 7heughts of our Hearts. And 
by conſequence our 7 houghts muſt be beſtow'd 
from hence forwards, upon 0bjefs more hea- 
venly, and more divine than heretofore. We 
muſt be at Enmity with the World, whoſe fa- 
vour and friendſhip for the time paſt we may 
have coveted and courted with too much- zeal : 
and we muſt ſettle our Afeftions on Things a- 

bove. 


6.15. by our Change of Soul. 


bove. We muſt be all of tuch changed and tranſ. 
foured Minds, as to love the good" things we 
have at any time /cath'd; and lo as to hath 
the i// things we have ever /ov d. Thus is pro- 
perly u#lavezr, to change our Minds, 1n the Go- 
fpcl-Notion of Repentance; which of all words 
in Scripture 1s beſt exprels't by welavody. uilerocire; 
{1's the Baptiſt, Repert,or change your minds,for 
the Kingdom of heaven 18 at hand. xelerodre, 
(ſays our Saviour) Repent,or change your minds, 
and believe the Golpel. velaoare, lays St. Peter, 
Repent, or change your minds, that your Sins 
may be blotted out. If any man is in Chriſt 
( lays St. Paul to his Corinthians) he is a new 
Creature : That 1s to ſay, be has changed his 
mind. 01d things(ſays he again) are paſſed away, 
and behold all things are become new. ( v.18.) 
Here's @ change, with a witnels, of every man 
and woman who 1s ir Chriſt : And in Chriſt 
we mult be, before our Bodies can be glori- 
fied; or ſo much as be rid of their preſent 


Vileneſs. Our ſtate of Glory mult be founded 


1 one of Grace. The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper 1s not only a fign,but a means of Grace. 
We do not only receive it,as a token that we 
have ſome; but allo to the end we may abound 
more and more.What we call a Communion com- 
monly, is indeed a Communication (as the word 
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Our change of Body muſt begin Chill, 


x Cor.10, 16. X0190011% docs moſt {11gnifcantly impor t,) of the 


Body and Blood of Chriſt, with all the Bencfits 
of his Paſſion. Ir 15 not only an Index, but al- 
ſo an Inſtrument of Conveyance, It helps to 
change our vile body,through the Vertue which 
it derives from the body of Chrift. It is not 
only a Seal of our Chriſtian Faith ; Bur alſo 
an Earneſt and a Pledge of our Reſurrefion, 
It we approach the Lord's Supper,with a Se- 
ri0us Repentance of all our Sins; with a par- 
ticular Repentance of all we know, or can re- 
member ; and with a general Repentance of all 
we know not, or have forgotten; (for when we 
have repented the moſt we can, we muſt be 
fain to cry out with the holy Pſalmiſt,0 cleanſe 
thou us from our Secret Sins; ) with love and 
charity to our Neighbours, (as well our Ene- 
mies as our Friends;) and with unteigned Re- 
ſolutions of Better life ; (which mult conſiſt 
in fearing God, and in keeping his Command- 
ments; ) If 1 ſay we thus approach, and thus 
receive the Lord's Supper ; He will fo ſpiri- 
tual:y feed us with his Crucified Body, as to 
crucifie 1n us allo the body of Sin. And having 
removed ſo great a Weight, as would other- 
wiſe preſs us down to the /owe/t Hell; He will 
transform us into Citizens, and Saints of Hea- 
Ven. 


Where 


0.15. with ane change of Soul, 


Where with Angels,and Arch-Angels, and 
all the Hierarchy of Heaven, we ſhall ſpend 
our whole 7 ime (1 ſhould rather have ſaid our 
Whole Eternity) 1n {inging Hoſannahs and Hal- 
lelujahs; Bleſjing, Glory, Honour, and Power, to 
Him that liveth for evermore. 


CHAP. IE 
rf Aving diſcourſed 1n the firſt Chapter, 


of the Change which was made in 
the Body of Chrift; I proceeded in the ſecond, 
from our Lord's Body, unto our-own ; there- 
by to ſhew the great Advantage, which the 
Change of his Body ſhall make in ours. A 
Change which I proved by many ſuch Argu- 
ments and per{waſtves, as I did hope would 
All ſuffice for Fortifications of our Belief. 

It now remains that I advance, from The 
Change we hope for, to the Author of 1t: from 
the Aion, to the Agent, briefly imply'd in the 
Pronoun Who, the firſt ſyllable of the Text; 
and expreſſed to us at large in the next words 


going before: Kves Ewrig Xexco: Incvs, our Lord 


and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 1t the eight Argu- 


ments going before haye not wor our Aflcnt,. 
WC. 
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A Ninth Argument infortins © Chl. 
we have a Ninth ſtill behind which will com:- 
pel 1t. Our greateſt Aſſurance of the Afton is 
trom the Condition of the Agent; who being 
Kveres' The Lord, 1s therefore Able to do the 
work; and being Zwrip The Saviour, 1s there- 
fore Willing. His being the Chriſt, ſpeaks his 
Power ; His being the Feſus,his Propenſity. Tho' 
Chriſt docs ſ1gmife a Lord, and Zeſus a Saviour; 
yet without fear of a Tautology, St. Paul cx- 
preſſeth the Agent's Nature, by All Four 
Names; our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift.”Tis 
He ſhall change our Vile Body; Tis Ze ſhall 
make 1t like to his Glorious Body. 
 *Tis He ſhall do 1t in Three Reſpects. Firſt, 
He, as he is God. Secondly, He, as he is Man. 
Thirdly, Hejas Mediator 'twixt God and Man. 
He,in reſpect of his Divine; and Hein reſpect 
of his Humane Nature; and He, in reſpect of 
his Single Perſon, into which his two Natures 
are Both wnited. As the 1s God, we have his 
Power ; as he is Mar, his propenſity ; as God 
and Man in one perſon, his peculiarity to the 
work. He 15,as God, the Efficient Caule of our 
Reſurrection; as Man,the Exemplary; as Both 
united, the Meritorious. And thus we have the 
ſubdiviſion of the firſt {yllable in the Texr, 
the Pronoun who. 'So that now I am to argue, 
trom the 7 hree-fold Capacity of the Agent ; 

both 


6.1,2. our Belief of the Reſurrefion, toc, 


both that he can, and that he will, and that 
tis fit he ſhould raiſe up our mouldercd Bo- 
dies. The firſt as God; the next as Man; the 
third as Mediator. After which when I ſhall 
prove, not only that it may,but muſt be Thus, 
by vertue of an Obligation which he in mercy 
hath been pleaſed to lay moſt ſtrictly upon 
himſelf ; I ſhall ( Ichink ) have done the All 
which Fleſh and Blood can deſire, in order to 
our having a fall Aſſurance. 

6. 2. Firſt to conſider him as God, 1s ipſo 
facto, to ſtop the Mouth of all our Diffidences, 
and Doubts. For that God (who was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf ) hath obliged 
himſelt by promiſe, to be the Author of our 
laſt and our greateſt Change ; and that the 
Thing which he hath pronus'd, He can per- 
form and bring to pals ; cannot but ſatisfie 
us more (if we have any Chriſtian Faith) than 
a Thouſand Reaſons. When God was about to 
promiſe Abraham, that He would make him the 
Father of many Nations, and that Kings ſhould 
come out of him ; He prepared Abraham's Faith 


with this Expreſſion of Himſelf, I am the Al- Sen. 77. 1 


mighty God. Where the word Almighty does 


carry a world of weight with it; enough to - 


diſfipate the Doubts of the weakeſt Didymus. 
So when Sarah could not believe that ſhe ſhould 
| L bring 
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bring forth a Son, being already as good as 
Dead, (both o/d, and barren; ) The Angel up- 
braided her Incredulity,by putting her in mind 
of God's Omnipotence : Is any thing tco hard for 
the Lord? Gen. 18.14. where 'tis obſcrvable, 


how he anſwers one Queſtion with Another. 
Sarah laughed within her ſelf ; ſhall I have plea- 


fure now 1 am old, my Lord being old alſo ? But 


why ( ſaith the Angel) did Sarah laugh ? and 
laughing, ask ſuch a Queſtion ? Is there any 
thing 1n the world too hard for God ? hath 
he not promisd? and 1s he not Able to make 
it good £ Dares Sarah meaſure his Power, by 
the pitiful narrow limits of Her Conception ? 
Let ut ſuffice that he 15 God; and that by be- 
ing God, he muſt needs be True. Let it ſuffice 
that being God, he muſt needs be Almighty, as 
well as 7rue. Let it ſufhce that he has (aid it, 
who can do above all we can a5k or think. So 
the Angel thought fit to argue; and ſo muſt 
we. If we find our ſelves doubting the Reſur- 
rection of the Fleſh; and as /oth to have our 
Bodies again commutted to the Duſt, as if we 
thought they ſhould never Riſe; we muſt en- 
counter ozr opn Diitruſts, juſt as the Angel en- 
counter'd Sarah's: And reaſon thus within our 
felves, Can any change of our Bodies be too 
difficult for the Almighty ? Or can he who is 


Almighty, 


6. 2. our Belief of the ReſurreAion, eve. 


” Almighty, be any other than All ſufficient ? 
Cannot he call us out of the Earth, who call'd 
the Earth out of Nothing ? What was Sarah in 
her old Age,but a Clod of unfruittul and bar- 
ren Earth? a great deal fitter to bury Ilaac, 
than cither to breed him, or bring him forth. 
From whence 'tis oby1ous thus to argue. If 
God was able of {uch a Store, to raiſe up Chil- 
dren unto Abraham ; He 1s as able out of the 
Earth to raile up Abraham unto Himſelf. Abra- 
ham (lays the Text) was as good as Dead, (rare 
;erexpwpy/o:, Alatly Dead as to the office of Genera- 
tion; 1n this particular re{pe&t,he was as dead 
as the Dirt he trod on,) when yet an Iflue 
iprang from him, as numerous as the Stars. 
Heb.11.12. And thence 1t was he did not ſcru- 
ple, to offer up his Dear Iſaac at God's Com- 
mand ; becaule he knew that God was able to 
raiſe him up from the Dead. (Verl.19.) yes he 
knew 1t by experience; as having received hin 
from the Dead. (v.12. & 19.) From whence 1t 
follows unavoidably ; that Abraham's Reſurre- 
Aion is no whit ſtranger than Iſaac's Birth; 
becaulc in the firſt 1s nothing more than a Mi- 
racle ; and 1n the ſecond nothing /eſs. For Ict 
us go on to make Demands, in imitation of 
the Angel. Cannot be who makes the Phenix 
co flouriſh cur of her own Funcrals, and bids 
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the Tulip ſpring forth from the noyſomeſt 
Dunghill, put ſuch a Spirit into our Aſhes, as 
ſhall be able both to nite, and refine them 
too ? Not only Raiſe our vile Bodies. ; but 
Change them allo as they are riſing ? Cannot 
he who has ordain'd, that Clouds ſhall riſe 
out of the Occan, And falling down into the 
Rivers, ſhall return into the Occan from 
whence they Roſe, command our Souls to re- 
inſpirit our Moulder'd Bodics ? Cannot He 
who could do every thing in the five laſt Chap- 
ters of. Job,do This one thing 1n the Third Chap- 
tcr to the Philippians? Mcthinks that. Enoch's 
Tranſlation,and. Elias his mounting up 1n a fiery. 
Chariot, and the wonderful Refloreſcence of 
Aaron's dead" Rod, yea every Tree dying in Win- 
ter, and /iving again the next Spring, ſhould. 
be ſufficient ro convince us of God's Ability: 
cven with Eale, to raiſe again. our dcad Bo- 
dies; and that with a greater force of reaſon, 
than this laſt Inſtance. ; For we have a preat 
Accompt to give ; whereas Aaron's dead Rod 
and the Trees have None. He who buries cach 
Day in the/ſhadow of Death, (tor ſuch 1s the 
darkneſs of the Night,) and again does con- 
vert the ſhadow of Death into the Morning, 
1s the very ſame He, who turneth Man to de- 


3 ftruflion ; and ſaith, Come again ye children of 


Men. 6.3. But 
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6.3. Bur ler us argue from this Topick of 
Chriſt as Goda little more tully,and by degrees. 


Fir(t as God he 1s omniſcient,and therefore knows 
where to find us ; whether drown'd, or burnt, 
or deeply Hid within the Earth, or elſe hang 
up in the Empty Air, as Malctactors and Mar- 
tyrs are wont to be. Alchough our Bodies are 
made a Prey to the Crows and Harpyes, and 
being crumbled into Dult,are ſcatter'd abroad 
by the four Winds ; yet he who is * every 
where according to his E/ence, and cannot 
chooſe but ſee every thing according to his 
Omniſcience,does keep a Regiſter of our Aſhes ; 
as well as of our Attions,and idle words. If the 
hairs of our head are numver'd by him,(as our 
Saviour tells us they are, Matr.1o.123.) he can- 
not ſure but keep account of the ſeveral noble 


* Pal. 139. 6. 


parts of the Head it ſelf. It the Tears of God's - 


Servants are ſaid to be pur into his Bottle ; 
(ure the members of our Bodies-muſt needs be 
recorded in his Book. And for this we have 
Scripture, as well as Reaſon. For as one Pro- 
phet ſays, He has a Book of Remembrance; ſo 
Another does aflure us, That all our Members 
are written-in it. That we have from Malachi: 
and This from David. 

6.4. Again, as God 15 Ommſcient, and Om: 
ntpreſent, whereby. to 4kzow and.to find out 
our 
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our Scattered: Atomes ; and find them out 


without ſeeking; 10 1s he equally Omnipotent, 
and All-ſufficient ; whereby to rally them all 
up into Rank and File, in excellent wnity, and 
order. That Almighty one,who 1s able to ſubdue 
all things unto Himſelf, (1n the next words aft- 
cer my Text,) can kill Deſtruion; can bury 
Death in a Regreſs, of parts deprived, to for- 
mer Habits; can lead Captivity it ſelf a Captive. 
And here perhaps I may fitly note, (bctore 1 


argue any farther from this Topick,) that ſer- 


ting alide God's Omnipotence for a Time ; 
Some would make the Reſurreion a kind of 
Natural Change ; ſuppoling an Aptitude 1n the 
Body, to be re-united unto the Soul ; and an 
Appetite 1n the Soul,to be re-married unto the 
Body. As it having formerly been acquainted 
by long and intimate Converle, there were in 
Both a Diſpoſition to mect again in one Per- 
ſon. And truly the reaſon of the Concept 
does not want 1ts Plaufſibility. For beſides that 
the Soul may find its way back into the Body 
with greater caſe, by being much more Inte/- 
ligent from after the Time of her Separation; 
we know the Matter and the Form being ta- 
ken aſunder, cannot add to the Completion of 
Common Nature ; as they do being united 
into the dignity of a Perſon: becauſe the End 


of 


$.4,%, our Belief of the ReſurreAiongoc. 


of their Being 1s to be mutually helpful by 
their conjunftion; and aflifting to the Univerſe 
of order d Bodies, by adding a prop to its Per- 
fefion. Others had an opinion, that after a 
notable Revolution of 49000 years, Every 


Creature ſhall return into That very State, 
wherein 1t was 1n 1ts beginning. So that, ac- 


cording to This Hypotheſis, (when that Pla- 
tonick Tear 18 come, which 1s called by the Pla- 
toniſts, Annus Magnus,) I again ſhall be ſpeak- 
ing Theſe very words; and you again ſhall be 
attending 1n Thoſe very Places you now are 1n. 
Which, however but a Concert, and the meer 
child of Imagination,does ſhew in the Heathens 


a Diſpoſition to the Chriſtian's Belief of a Re-- 


ſurreftion: and that All ſhall grow Young, by 


being buried 1n reality ; as ſon did by being 


boyl'd in the Poet's' Bath. 

6.5. But notwithſtanding, in reſpect of the 
two Eflential Parts to be Re-united, the Reſtau- 
ration of our Perſons may ſeem agreeable to 
Nature; yet we cannot find out a Principle, 
from whence This union may be effefed, un- 
leſs we return to the point we left; and with 


the /trangeneſs of the work, compare the onni-. 


potence of the Author. For then 'tis the fitter 
to be believ d,the harder 'tis to be comprehen- 


ded. Ir being nataral to our Faith, (if truly- 
Chri-- 
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Chriſtian, and divine,) to be the Evidence of 


things Not ſeen. Elſe there would not be ſuch 
A —— 4s *tis evident there 1s, betwixr 
Philoſophy, or Science, and True Religion. God 
1s oMNIpotent as to All things, which are 10? 
evil; and do not imply a Contradition. But a 
change of our Vile Bodies from a very much 
worſe to a better ſtate, 1s ſo far from being evil : 
that 'tis excellently Good: and ſo far from im- 
plying a-Contradiction, that 'ris naturally cor- 
venient ; (for ſeveral reaſons already given; ) 
yea "tis morally Neceſ/ary,(as hath already been 
made apparent,) and ſupernaturally eafte ; al- 
tho' Miraculous. For Miracles are Natural, to 
him who 1s above Nature. And all-our human 
Impoſſibilities are reconcileable with Facility ; 
to him at whoſe will and pleaſure they owe 
obedience. Therefore change us he can, who 
is Omnipotent ; and Feſus Chriſt is Omnipotent, 
in regard of his Divinity. "Tis He ſhall change 
our Vile Body. *Tis He ſhall do it as he 1s God, 
the firſt Capacity of the three Ilately mention'd. 
6.6. Next conſider him as he 1s Man; and 
ſo we have his Propenſity to this great work, 
which to the act of our Changing, 1s juſt as 
requiſite as his Power. For 'tis one thing to be 
able to do this or that; and quite Another to 
be willing : It is as weak arguing 4 potentia ad 
actum, 


TIT III _ 


$.6. our Belief of the Reſurreftiongoc. 
aum, as 'tis good and true Logick, to argue 
ab Au ad Potentiam. Tho' God can create a 
Thouſand worlds, beſides This ; it does not 
follow, that he wil/: And fo from Chrift as 
he 1s God, we can only evince that we may be 
chang'd ; whereas from Chrift as he is Mar 
t00, we prove we ſhall be. We are taught by 
his God-head, not to doubt of the Poſſibility ; 
Bur the Conjun&tion of his Manhood gives us 
aſſurance of the AR. As God, He 1s cafily the 
Efficient, if He ſees fit; But as Man, He ſaw it 
fic to be the Exemplary Caule of our Reſurre- 


87 


tion. ' For as Man, he was touched with a feel- g,,, .. 


ing of our Infirmities. As Man,he was qualified 
to be made like unto his Brethren; and in that 
He himſelf hath ſuffer'd being tempted, he 1s 


willing, as well as able, to ſuccour Them that are yes... 1, s. 


tempted. As man he dyed, and roſe again 


that being lifted UP, He might * draw us up * Toh. 1:5 32. 


after him ; and become the Firſt-fruits of them 
that ſept. As God indeed he had an Aive; 
but as Man, a paſſive Power: And fo he pro- 
ved by an Example, that our Bodies car be 
raiſed; as well as by his God-head, that he can 
raiſe them. *Tis no Dinunution to his Omni- 
potence, that He Himſelf cannot do,what can- 
not poflibly be doze. And therctore to ſhew 
us a paſſive power m_ lies 1n our _—_ 
0 


Cor. 15. 21s. 
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of bcing reis'd, by raiſing up his own Body, 
whoſe Nature was.the fame with ours; muſt 
needs facihrate our Faith of a Reſurrection. 
There 18 a paſlage 1n St. Zohz of great remark 
on this occaſion; where 'us faid by our Lord 
Hunlſclt, che power of executing Zudgment 1s 
21ven by the Father to the Son; becauſe he ; 
tbe Son of Man. (oh.5. 27.) And at the hear- 
ing of his voice, (as the Son of Man,) the Dead 
ſball come forth out of their Graves. (v. 28, 29.) 
And indeed there was a fitneſs, that what we 
loſt by the Fir Adam, we ſhould recover by 
the Second; That as in Adam all dycd, fo All 
in Adam too (the ſecond Adam I mean) ſhould 
be made alive. That a5 by man came Death, (o 
by man might come the ReſurreFion of the Dead. 
6.7. Having thus argued from the Apent, 
implycd by the word who, in two reſpects, to 
wit of his divine, and his humane Nature; 1 
am to argue in the third place,trom his whole 
individual Perſoz; into which his two Natures 
are Both united. For if we conſider our Ble(- 
{ed Saviour in Both Capacitics Conjoyn'd; and 
4s a fit Mediator 'rwixt God and Man; we ſhall 
fnd, In conjunction with his Power, and Pro- 
penſity, his more clpecial propriety and peculia- 
xity to the work. of our Reſurrection. For as 
he is ſuch, be 1s our Head; and 'tis zatural for 


the 


6.7. our Belief of the ReſurreFiongve, 


*the Head, to conſult and procure the Con- 
ſervation of the Members. Indeed the Mem- 
bers can never periſh, whilſt their Head is a- 
live; becauſe of the Intercourſe and Amity 
which 15 reciprocated between them.*Tis true, 
if the Head be znder water,a man myſt inevi- 
tably be drown'd, tho' all his Body ſhould be a- 
bove 1t: But how can a Man be ever drown'd, 
ſo long as his Head 1s above the Water? Afﬀeer 
the very ſame manner ; if Zeſus Chriſt, who is 
our Head, had ſuffer'd his Body in the Grave 
to ſee Corruption; and had left it quite behind 
him when he alcended into Heaven ; Death 
would have triumph'd over our Bodies ; Nor 
could we have ſaid without ſhame, 0 Grave, 
where is thy Victory? But now let our Bodies 
lye never ſo low inthe cold Boſom of theEarth; 
we cannot poſſibly be /oft, whilſt Chriſt our Head 
is above the Heavens. That things may live 
whilſt they are buried, we are able to demon- 
ſtrate by Worms,and Fiſhes,which live the better 
by being buried. Yea there are ſeveral living 
Creatures,which,unleſsthey be buried,can never 
live. And whilſt owr Head is out of the Earth ; 
our Grave can be no more, than a Bed of Reft. 
Sleep there may be, but not DeftraAior. (for 
Then to dye,were to periſh,) Nor can the /aft- 
ingneſs of our Sleep my ceaſe to be mw 
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ſo long as it 1s not everlaſting. Fhe Death of 
Beaſts 15 Deſtruction, becaule their Souls arc 
as material, and ſo as mortal as thar Bodies ; 
and becaule they are not accountable for Vice, 
or Vertue. But in Chriſtians as Chriſtians, and 
Men as Men,whoſe Souls are immaterial, and (o 
immortal.and who havea future account to give 


of what 1s done in the Body; what greater diffe- 


rence can there be, betwixt the ſhort Death of 
Sleep,and the long ſleep of Death,than what is. 
meerly numerical betwixt two Brothers ? where- 
of the one 1s of a nobler,and longer Duration 
than the other ? if Sleep 1s good 1n 77 ſelf, It can- 
not poſſibly be the worſe tor being durable; and: 


uninterrupted with an Awake,unnl the general: 


Reſurrefion. Duration and Quictnels do rather 
add to the Yalue of it, Were Glals as durable as 
Nlver,it would perhaps be as.preczoxs too. Tis 
fitly ſaid of St. Stephen, not that he dycd, but 
fell aſleep, A&t.7.60. And as Sleep 1s refreſhing, 
not only harmleſs unto our Bodies; ſo when the 
Trumpet ſhall ſound 1ts laſt Alarm,we ſhall a- 
wake out of our Graves, hke ſo many Giants 
refreſhed with Wine, ( as. the. Plalmiſt ſpeaks ; ) 


and good Reaſon too. For Jeſus Chriſt as Me- 


diator has highly zerited our Riſing ; tho'we 
have ot. He having perfected on his Croſs, 
the Redemption of our Bodes, as well as _ 

Tho 


6.7. our Belief of the ReſurreAion;toc. 91 


Tho' we deſerve not ar all to be united unto 
our Head; yet our Head delerves richly,to be 
united unto his Members. He aroſe for Our Ri- 
ſing ; not for his own. Alas, Bleſſed: Saviour! 
it had-been- much berrer for Him, to have left 
his Body in the Grave, and that forever; were 
it not that He was to raiſe it, to become the 
Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept. The Hypoſtatical 
Union being a Dignity, not to Hs, but our Na- 
ture. For Him to be cloathed with Fleſh and 
Blood, would be at leaſt a Diſparagement, tho' 
not a Detriment to his God-head ;- were it not 
that he 1s * glorified by our Salvation: But ha- g.c..25-18. 
ving once affumed our humane Nature, (be- 
coming fleſh of our- fleſh, and bone of- our bone ;) 
he will as naturally attract ozr Bodies unto his 
own, as a Load'ſtone draws the Atomes of Steel 
or Iron, however /oft-and unſeen 1n an Heap of 
Aſhes. The Reaſon given 1s from a Sympathy 
between- thoſe Minerals: And a Sympathy (till 
ariſeth from a mutual-Participation of the ve- 
ry ſame Spirit. Now that Zeſus Chriſt our Head 
does ſympathize with his Members,theScripture 
tells us moſt expreſly, Heb.g.15. ouuwmatioa Tai; 
er«a, 18 the word*'there us'd toexprels it by. 
And that his Members do partake of the very 
ſame Spirit, 1s very ſufhciently imply'd by that 
of St.Paul unto the Romans, If the Spirit of hinz 


who. 


God's Obligation laid on Himſelf C.IH. 


-who raiſed up Jeſus _w the Dead dwell in us, 


He who raiſed up Feſus from the Dead, ſhall alſo 
quicken our Mortal Bodies. (Rom. 8. 11.) 

6.8. Being now ſatisfied of the Agent,as God, 
and Man,and Mediator; both that he can,and 
that he wil, and that 'tis fit he ſhould raiſe up 
our Moulder'd Bodies ; There 1s but one thing 
more remaining which Fleſh and Blood can 
defire, whereby to eſtabliſh @ full Aſſurance ; 
to wit an Abſolute Neceſſity, not only that it 


may be,but over and above that ſo it mw/ft be, 


And that the freeſt of all Agents hath been 


pleas'd to put himſelf under an Abſolute Ne- 


ceſſity, may appear even from'hence ; that he 


hath given us ſuch a Promiſe, as makes the 


thing promiſed to become a dze Debt. For He 


hath enter'd into a Covenant; and put himſelf 
under an Obligation. He hath ſer his Seal to it, 


even the blood of the new Teſtament. He hath 
committed 1t to writing; and that in two di- 
ſtin&t Teſtaments; the 01d, and New. It 1s re- 
corded in the 0/4 by two Authentick and pub- 
lick Notaries, Iſaiah,and Daniel; farit by Iſatah ; 


Thy Dead men ſhall live, together with my dead 


body ſhall they ariſe ; awake, and ſing ye that 
dwell in Duſt. Next by Danel; They that fleep 
in the Duſt of the Farth ſhall awake ; ſome to 
everlaſting life; ſome to ſhame, and everlaſting 

| Confuſion. 


Dn RY) HED. 429 weir cetreoets, ft ton, FO 


6.3. to raiſe us up from the Dead. 


Confuſion. Thus by Writing 1n the old Teſta» 
ment; and thus in the New by word of Mouth. 
For from our Saviour's own Mouth Theſe 
words were-taken ; All that are in the Graves 
ſball hear his Voice, and come forth: And this is 


recorded by St. Fohn, an authentick Notary of 


Heaven. Now becaule it is impoſſible for God to 
lze; therefore his giving us a Promiſe, 1s the 
binding of himſelt to a tull — For 
it the Promiſe 1s abſolute, it mult be abſolutely 
performed. And if conditional, 1t muſt as cer- 
tainly be performed upan the performance of 
the Conditions on which the promiſe was made; 
as if 1t were made without condition... And ſce- 
ing it was his good: pleaſure, to put himſclf 
under an 0bligation; He not only may, but muſt 
diſcharge it. «wolsxopele, we expect it. We 


ſeize on Bliſs by a Prolepſis. We take it for 


granted.. Our Eyes and Hearts are (ct upon ir. 
I will not fay in hz ſenſe, what was ſaid by 
our Saviour 1n quite another, The Kingdom of 
Heaven ſuffereth violence, and the Violent take 
it by force ; but this I will fay, without mn- 
modeſty, or ſcruple ;- that through Faith 
which 1s the Subſtance of things hoped for, our 
Dependances and Hopes take hold of Heaven. 
i= v Ewliez, from whence we look for the Savi- 
our, the Lord. Feſus Chriſt, who. ſhall change wr 
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Vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his 
glorious Body. | 

6.9. And ſo I pals from the Agent to confi- 
der of the Subje on which he ads: to conſi- 
der it (I ſay) not ſimply 1n it felt, but in con- 
jun&tion with its two Terms; 4 quo, and ad 
quem, from which, and to which, our Body 1s 
to be changed. The Term from which, 1s a ſtate 
of Vileneſs ; the Term to which, 1s a ſtate of 
Glory. We have them Both expreſſed plainly 
in the two clauſes of the Text; He ſhaltchange 


our vile Body, there's the firſt : and faſhion it 


like to his Glorious Body; there's the ſecond. 
And firſt let us conſider it in its Nadir ( as 1 
may fay,) or its Hypogeum; 1n the ſtate of its 
wileneſs, or Humiliation : that our deep conft- 
deration of what it #, may make us ptouſly 
Ambitious of what it ſhall be. 

6.10. Our Body 1s Vile, and Contemprible, 
in Six reſpects. Firſt in reſpect of its Original; 
For it was taken out of the Ground: and lo was 
the Daughter of the ſame Dirt, into which 
was firſt breathed the Breath of life. Thoſe walls 
of Mudd which keep up our Cottages and our 
Barns,are exceedingly near of kin to the moſt 
delicate of our Bodies: they being deſcended 
of the ſame Parent; tho' not induced with the 
ſame Power. The Duſt we ſbake from off our 


beet 
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$.10,11. ro raiſe us up from the Dead. 
Feet with the greateſt ſcorn, may juſtly flie in- 


fully be expreſst;anleſs it be by a Concealment ; 


ro our Faces; and plead equality of Extraction 
with All chat ſcorns1t. "Tis true indeed we have 
a Treaſure ; But we have it (faith our Apoſtle)in 
Earthen Veſſels. Which Earthen Veſlels are de. * or. 4-3. 
rived from no higher Principle; (that is) They 
are made of no better ſtuff, than the Pitchers 
which are defign'd for the moſt defpicable Em- lt 
ployments. Tho' in regard of our Immodeſty | 
our Foreheads may be of Braſs'; and tho' our j 
Hearts may be of Tron, in regard of our Obdu- 
ration; and tho' 1n regard of our Inhumanity, 
our Bowels may be of ftee/; yet in regard of 
our Original, our Feet(like Dagor's) are of Clay: 
and, like Dagon, they are as liable to fall in pic- 
ces. The Top of our Building 1s but Rottrenneſs ; 
and our Foundation js in the Duſt. We may fit- 
ly fit down with Fob, on the noyſom Dunghill; 
and'ſay to Corruption, Thou art our Father , to 
the Worm, thou art our Mother ; to Putrefaftion, job r7. :4. 
chou art our Siſter; and to the Mire, thou art 
our Niece. 

6.11. Next,the Body of Man 1s wile,in reſpect 
of the means of 1ts Derivation: as being pol- 
luted in its Birth, and Conception too. It has a 
certain degree of Vileneſs, which cannot /aw- 


( as Sem went backwards, and caſt a Mantle 
N upon 
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upon his Father ; ) for even 7his 1s a kind of 
Expreſlion too ;. becauſe the modeſty of our 
Silence imports the Vileneſs ro be ſo great,thac 
"tis /hamefud to diſcover how great 1t 15. "Tis but 
agrecable then to reaſon,that we ſhould All be 
born weeping; and not arrive without Crying, 
at a Valley of Tears; tor that our Souls are em- 
bargud in to vile a Bottom, 1n fo turbulent a 
Veſſel, as makes our /ife to be ſubjected to 
Storms and 7Tempeſts: Which yet would. not 
be,were it not that our Souls have ſuch a con- 
finement unto our Bedzes. For we are born to 
fuch Troubles of Storm and Tempeſt, (even as 
naturally ſays Job) as the ſparks fly upwards ; 
and were it not for the Body, we could no 
more be born, than ſee Corruption. In which 
reſpect. alſo it 1s a Vile Body. 

$. 12. Again, the Body of Man 1s Vile, in 
reſpect of 1ts Duration; which is exceedingly 
uncertain, as well as ſbort. Short it is even by 
Nature; for as ſoon as we are Born, we preſently 
draw towards our End. And how many ways 
are there, whereby to fruſtrate the Intentions 
and Ends of Nature? How many arc there in 
the World whoſe very Alpha is their Omega ? 
How many who have their Ex:t,before their 
Entrance into the Theatre? who are not born 


ull after their Burial, un the Sepulchre of the 
| Womb 


6.12,13. the Body of Fleſh is to be changed. BS 
Womb wherein they draw their firſt Breath ? 
How many come znto the world, (as Cato did 
into the Theatre,) as 'twere on purpoſe to go 
out of it? And even to ws, who live longeſt, (as 
weary of the world, as the world of xs, ) the 
term of life is ſo zncertain; that our Souls 
have not a Leaſe, but are 7enants at Will unto 
our Bodies; Apt to be turn'd out of their Te- 
nements, at very /ittle or 0 warning: even at 
what hour ſoever our Landlord pleaſeth. A 
Term (o ſecret, and ſo zwncertain, that tho' we 
know 1t to be ſhort, and to fade away ſuddenly 
like the Graſs, (as the Plalnuſt ſpeaks,) yet we 
know not how ſhort 1t 1s. For hence we pray 
that God will teach us how to number our days; 
that he will certifie and inform us, how much or ,, _. ..... 
how little we have to live. Hence it is we pray 
ſo ofcen,(by the Appointment of our Church,) 
againſt ſudden Death: that fo we may feel our 
ſelves dying, and not be taken by a Surprize : 
and that at what time ſoever our Judge ſhall 
ſerye us with an Arreſt, he may find us well 
provided and duly preparing to recciye him; 
that he may find us upon our knees ; in the 
Exerciſe of our Faith, and the Act of Prayer. 
And is not That a Vile Body,which makes us 
liable to an wncertain and ſudden Death? 
6.13. Fourthly, tis a Vile Body, 1n reſpect = 
2 the 
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the Diſeaſes; (to wit the Anguth'of ſome,and 
the loathſomnels of others,) which: arc natu- 
rally born and bred within as. For (not to 1n- 
{it on ſuch Dilcalcs as-are the Meazles,and the 
Pox, Eryſipelas's. and Oedema's, Carbuncles and 
Cancers, Biles' and putrefying Sores,)' There 1s 
not an Artery, or a Vein, which is not a room 
in Nature's Work-houle, (roow9s; tpyz pie WAS 
Plato's word for it,) wherein our Humours (like 
ſo many Cyclopſes ) are forgeing Inſtruments 
of Mortality ; Such-Inſtruments of Mortality, 
as every moment of our hves are able to car- 
ry us into our Graves. An ordinary Apoplexy, 
or Epilepſie, a little Impoſtume 1n the Brain, or 
but a Riſing of the Lights, (which 1s as ſudden, 
and as {urpriſing, as either of them,) 1s as ſut- 
ficient as a Blunderbuls,to kill a.-Man of ſound 
Health; and to lodge him ex tempore 1n Hea- 
ven, or Hell, even before he has the leiſure ro 
cry for Mercy. And 1s not That a Vile Body, 
which makes a Man obnoxious to All the 
Miſeries upon- Earth, and at laſt, without 
Warning, ſends him poſſibly ro Hell ? 

6. 14. Fifthly, 'tis a Vile Body, in reſpe&t of 
its Diſſolution; wherein 'tis ſo much more noi-_. 
ſom than other Bodics,thatitconfeſlcedly ſtands 
in nced of a deeper Burial. For tho' 'tis ſaid, a. 
Live Doe is better than a Dead Lion ; yct the 

Body 


6.14. the Body of Fleſh is to be changed. 

Body of ſuch a Lion, and moſt other Bodies 
of other Beaſts,are good for ſomething when 
thicy are lain ; and accordingly yield: Mony, 
alive,or dead. Whereas the Dead Body of man 
is nothing but Rotterneſs and Stench; fitly kept 
under Ground,for fear the Air ſhould be infe- 
Fed; and fo become unſafe to breath in. The 
Worms indeed will feed ſweetly on it,(Fob 24.20.) 
But. hardly any thing elſe will indure to touch 
it.. And 1s not That a Vile Body, but for which 
we could not dye, much leſs be ſubject to pu- 
trefaftion? Yes, but we are not wen at 
the urmoſt Degree of the Body's Vileneſs. For 
in the five reſpefs aforelaid, the Body of Man 
is not ſimply, but comparatively Vile. And o is 
Heaven,which is God's Throne, in cale we com- 
pare it with God Himſelf. The Stars of the 
Firmamentare not Purein His fight : In which 
*us * ſaid the Flaming Seraphim did cover their 
Faces,and their Feet; The firſt importing their 
fear to ſee him,the ſecond their ſhame to be fo 
much as ſeen by him. Both expreſſing, by an 
Hebraiſm, the Abſolute Glory of the Creator, 
and a Comparative: kind of Vileneſs in all his 
Creatures. And. therefore notwithſtanding 
what I have hitherto ſaid againſt 1t, the Body 
of Man is no otherwile, . than comparatively 
Vile; It is not abſolutely ſo,becaule it.1s of Gods 


making. 
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'making. For God ſaw every thing that he had 


made, and behold it was very Good. But nothing 
1s abſolutely Vile, which 1s very good. From 
whence it hitherto follows, that our Engliſh 
Tranſlation 1s too ſevere for the Original It 
being There, To owpa ths T&AWEYWTEDS 1a”, NOTE 
our Vile Body, but the Body of our Humility, 
or-rather of our Humiliation. And therefore, 

$6.15. Sixthly, as well to juſtiftie our Engliſh 


Tranſlation, as to convince the Body of Man 
of 1ts Real Vileneſs; we muſt conſider it as it 
1s ſullied with the /eprofie of Sin. For That is it 


which makes it filthier than filthy Rags ; It's 


being put unto the vi/eft and filthieſt Vſes. Our 


Body indeed 1s extreamly Yi/e,not as God, but as 


We have made it. As made by God at 1s a 7emple, 


or Houſe of Prayer ; We are They who have 


made it a Der of Thieves; A Cage of unclean 


and filthyBirds ; (I mean) of diſhonourable and 
vile Aﬀections. What ſaid St.Paul to the Corin- 
thians? Know ye not that your Bodies are Temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt ? "Ts truc,the Body 1s a 7 emple, 
as to its primitive Deſignation; But ſo much 
of it 1s now imploy'd 1n making Proviſion for the 
Fleſb, (to fulfil the luſts thereof,) that there 1s 
hardly room left for any Sacrifice; excepting 
That only, which 1s ſtill offer d unto the Belly. 
By too much cating,we pervert this primitive 
Temp. 


6.15. the Bodyof Fleſh js to be changed. 
Temple into a Kitchen, by too much drink- 


ing, into a. Cellar; by roo much of Both in- 
ro a Sink ;: by too much Pride, 'tis made a 


Theatre of Vanity; and by an excels of Sen-- 
ſualitya very Charnel-houle of Lyft. Ina word, 


che Devil himlſclt docs never /ay fiege unto the 
Soul'; He could not out-wit or over-reach us, 
did he not plough with our Heifer; And did 


he not fight with our weapons, He could not: 
hurt us. So that the Members of our Bodies: 
arc truly Vilen being yielded up as Inftruments. 
of anrighteouſneſs unto Sin: the word is awe 
a\xziac, not {Oo properly the Inflruments, as the. 


Weapons of unrightcouſnels.Rom.6.1 23. And this 
alone was the Vileneſs, to which the Body. of 


our Saviour could not- poſſibly be obnoxious. . 
He could hunger, and thirſt, and weep, and: 
bleed, and faint, and dye, and ſuffer all our. 


Infirautics, This one excepted. This alone was 


chat Vilenels, tor which St. Paul did beat, and \, 
buffet, and bring his Body into Subjection. . / 


This alone was that Vileneſs,by which the Bo- 
dy of the rich Glutton, however cloath'd in 


fine linen, as well as Purple, became incompa-- 


rably fouler than that of Lazarus ; however 
apparel'd in noyſom Sores. In That Parable of 
our Saviour, the Body of Lazarus, tull of Sores, 


was clean enough to be carricd by the Angels 


of: 
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of God into Abraham's Boſoms, which yet was 
utterly inacceſhible to that of Dives. The rea- 


ſon of which 1s very obyious. For no man li- 
ving can be really (that 1s morally) defiled, by 


what 1s caſt zpon the Bodv ; nor by what is put. 


into 1t. But Thoſe things (ſaith our Lord) which 
proceed out of the mouth, and come forth from the 
Heart, Thoſe are the things which defile a man : 
Matt. 15. 18. For out of the Heart proceed evil 
Thoughts,Murders, Adulteries, Fornications,Thefts, 
Falſe-witneſs, Blaſphemies: And ſuch as Theſe 
are the Things,by which the Body is made Vile. 
(v.19.& 20.)If Poverty 1n France may be called 
by a Proverb a kind of Leprofie, becaule it is as 
much ſhun'd, as any Leprotie 1s, or can be; 
how much better may we ſay it touching the 
Leprofie of Sin? whuch, tho' it 1s nor, yet it 
ought to be, much more loathed. And where- 
with if any Brother ſhall be infefed even to 
Scandal, we may not fit with him at Meals ; 
x Cor.5.11. nor ſo much as keep him company ; 
no nor bid him God ſpeed, 2 Thef. 3. 14. And 
ſuch was the Plalmiſt's Reſolution; I will not 
fit with vain Perſons ; I will not have Fellowſhip 
with the ungodly. He that telleth Lies ſhall not 
tarry in my Sight. For as the great Sin of Scan- 
dal is like a Peſt, 1o the Scandalous Sinner 1s 
like a Peſt-houſe; not to be touch't with a pair 


of 
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of Tongs; and hardly to be ſeen without an 
Amulet. He who 1s of a poor and a contrite 
Spirit, whoſe Religion does not ſtand in a form: 
of Godlineſs without the Power, who Viſits the 
Fatherleſs and Widows in their Aflition,and keeps 
himſelf unſpotted from the World,has the cleaneſt, 
and the pureſt, and-fo the beautifull't Body to 
be imagin'd. Whereas the Body of the moſt 
delicate Corinthian Harlot (ſuch as was the fa- 
mous Lais,) how lovely ſoever it may appear 
to a carnal Eye, 1s nothing better than a px- 
trid, tho' painted Sepulchre. That 1t appears to 
be ſo beautiful, is but a Deception of the ſight. 
For He who cannot fee rightly, having his 
Fyes full of Dirt, can much leſs do it, having 
lis Eyes full of Adultery. 

4.16. Now by how much the /7ler the Bo- 
dy of Man 1s, (1n this chiet Notion of the 
word /ile,) the fitter 'tis to become fewel for 
the unclean fire of Hell; whichas 1t never con- 
ſumes, (o it never purifies. And therefore ſuch 


a Vile Body ſhall only partake of a Reſurrefion ; 


not of that Bleed Change which here is pro- 
miſed in the Texr. There 1s a very wide Dif- 
ference between the 7wofold Reſurrefion in the 
fifth Chapter of St. Fohn, whereof the one 1s 
of Life, the other of Damnation. The Vileſt 
Body 1s good cnough, to y calt into a _ 
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of fire and brimſtone ; But to be qualified and 
fitted for an Inhabitant of Heaven; 'tis plain 
the Body muſt be changed, as well as raisd, 
It muſt be changed in ſuch a manner,as to have 
nothing at all ſef of its former Vileneſs. Ir 
muſt be changed lo tar torth, as to be perfect- 
ly transfignr' d. It muſt be transfigurd in ſuch 
a manner, as to be faſhioned or conformed to 
the Body of Chriſt: and transfigur'd in ſuch a 
meaſure, as to reiemble Chriſt's Body 1n point 
of Glory: Not as it came unto the Earth, but 
as It aſcended into Heaven. That is the Termi- 
us ad quem, the utmoſt Point of Pertection, 
into which our Vile Body ſhall be Transferr'd ; 
and deſerves to be the Subject of our laſt 
Confideration. ; 

He ſhall change our Vile Body, that it may be 


MeJaozye- faſhioned like unto his glorious Body: (lo the 
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Engliſh: ) or He ſhall rransfigure the Body of 


jrrer 73 os- Our Humiliation, to be made faſhionable or 
«11715514: conformable unto the Body of his Glory: (fo the 


Greek. ) 
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Touching the Terminus ad Quem of the Re- 
ſurrefion. 


' Hough difftcult Subjects are ſeldom 
pleaſant ; yet the ſtate of our Bodies 
from after the Time of their being glorified, 
mult needs be matter of as pleaſant, as 'tis of 
dificult Conſideration. The Conl1deration muſt 
needs be pleaſant, becaulc 'tis a kind of Pre- 
poſſeſſion of Things Inviſible,and future : It does 
accelerate our Happincls ; It anticipates, and 
attrafts,and draws Heaven towards us; as 'twere 
Anticipates the Performance of the Rich Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel ; God alone knows how 
long, before they can poflibly be accompliſh'd. 
The very /ſbadow of Real Happineſs yields a 
Man pleaſure for a Seaſon. And 'tis a ſhadow 
at leaſt of Happineſs, to paſs by Heaven in a 
Dream; much more 1s 1t to in/ift, and dwell 
upon 1t by Contemplation. It every Grain of 
pure Gold, and every ftrifure of perfect Dia- 
mond, may be thought not unworthy of our 
Conſideration ; How much more may cach 
Glimpſe of the:Glory'of God? Theutmoſt Beauty 
in the Beſt Creature, 1s the Beauty of Holineſs : 
Which yer as but a faint Ray,or humble Deri- 
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vative of God's ;, and every Flaſh of God's Beauty, 
15 more to be valued than all the World. Ir 
put St.Paul into ſuch a Trance; that He knew 
not whether his Soul was in, or out of his Bo- 
dy, 2 Cor.12.2. He was lo abſolutely ecſtatical, 
and as it were ozt of Himſelf, that he ſeemed 
unto himſelf caught up into Paradiſe, (v.4.) He 
was ſo giddy as 'twere with Happineſs; as that 
it made him divinely Mad. Mad 1 am bold to 


ſay he was, as authorized by Himſelf, and his 
own Expreſſion. He tells us he was not ſui 


Compos; he could not ſay he was Himſelf. Bur 
yet he was divinely ſuch, ( eftro quodam diving 
percitus,)becauſe he was able to ſay for certain, 
(as ſoon as he came toHimlelt again,)that when 


he was not ——_— was wholly Chris. And: 
C 


when he was beſide himfſelf,it was becaule he was: 
in Chrift.Thence he ſpake of Himſelt,as of quite 
Another Creature.I knew a man(ſays he)inChriſt,a- 
bout 1 4. years ago,(whether in the Body, or out of the 
Body,l cannot tell,God knows ;) Not a man in Him- 
felf, but a man in Chriſt : or tranſported in a Vi-. 
fron by the Spirit of Chriſt. For this I take to be 
the meaning of That Expreſſion. And the ra- 


ther do I ſo take it, becauſe of what 1s ſaid in 


the firſt Verſe of that Chapter. 1: is not expedi- 
ent for me to glory. I-will come to Viſions and Re- 
zelations of the Lord. To meditate deeply upon 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, and on the raviſhing Manſions prepa- 
red for us, (in That Houſe of our Father which 
is in Heaven, )1s totry beforc-hand,and to make 
an Eflay,what it 3s to be throughly Happy:and what 
it was for St.Paul.to have bcen caſt into a Trance. 
To have been ſnatch't, or caught up into what 
he calls Paradiſe. (Paradiſe 1n one place, ». 4. 
and the third Heaven in another, v.2.) As when 
a Man intends a Voyage toSpain,or Italy,or any 
other foreign part,which he longs to ſee, he finds 
ic matter of Satisfaction, firſt to be travelling 
thither in Maps,and in many delicious medita- 
tions; loves to be reading, and diſcourſing, and 
thinking of 1t; goes all over it in his Wiſhes; 
prepoſleſſerh it in his Hopes ;.and makes it Pre- 
ſent unto himſclt in his Contemplations; fo with 
a. greater force of realon, It 15 to every Real 
Chriſtian-the greateſt Happineſs upon-Earth, 
to be able to Think himlſelt to Heaven; to gaze 
upon God. with the Eye and Teleſcope of Faith ; 
as *tis the Evidence of things not ſeen ; nojpudes 
«om&o4d3a, (as Us laid of the Patriarchs,)zo en 
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brace him from a far off, the Arms of Hope,and we. ::. :;; 


Expefation. For Us to remember him in our Bed, 
and think-upon him when we are po. Das 
vid (ſpeaks ;) tor our Spirzts to thir/t,and for our 


Fleſh to long after him; yea for our Souls to hang Pa.53.2,7,9% 


upon him, ( All which are the Expreſſions of the 
63.Plalm, ) 
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'63.Plalm,) as it were teaving to him in love, 
and holding him faſt with divine Aﬀection; 
what elſe can This be, but even to go out of 
our ſelves? to be ſnatch'd or caught up (with St. 
Paul) into Paradiſe? For where can any Man 
more properly be ſaid to be, than in the pro- 
per place of his Converſation? and St. Paul ſays 
expreſly, in the next Verſe before my Text, 
Our Converſation is in Heaven; from whence we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Ic 
mult be therefore a great Acccſlion unto rhe 
faintmeaſfurc of Happineſs which now we have; 
to be protoundly made icn{ible of the full 
meaſure of Happineſs which here we hope for. 
Men eſteem themſelves Rich in a good de- 
gree, when, though! at preſent they have but 
little, they have yet the Reverſion of great Re- 
venues. And as 'tis an honour to our Bodies 
in thar preſent ſtate of Yileneſs, that they are 
capable of a Chanpe, or a Ghorification; lo we 
diſpel the black Vapours which may ariſe trom 
our Thinking on what we Are, by our moſt 
ſcrious Apprehenſion of what we ſhall be. 

6.2. Bur, as the ſtate of our Bodzes from at- 
ter the time of their being G/orified,is to every 
faithful Chriſtian a matter of P/eaſant Conſt- 
deration; ſo 1s 1ts pleaſantneſs much abated by 
the Difuculty we find 1n our Thoughts _ Ir, 
or 


6.2, to which our Bodies are to be Rais d. 
For St. John tells us expreſly, that tho' we are 


Now the Sons of God; It doth not yet appear what * Jo 3-2 | 


we ſha!! be. This indeed((aith He) we know, that 
when he ſhall appear,we ſhall be like him; for we 
ſha!l ſee him as he is. We know already in 
Theſi, we ſhall be /ike him ; ( that's true e- 
nough;-) But in Hypotheſi, what it is to be 
like him; or how far forth we ſhall be like him; 
1s a thing we know not. We know that when 
Chriſt who is our life ſhall appear, we alſo ſhall ap- 
pear with him in Glory : Col. 3.4. When we ſhall 
come to be wncloathed, to be cloathed upon with 
an houſe from heaven, we know our Souls ſhall 
be apparel/'d with new-faſbion'd Bodies ; and 
that the faſhion of our Bodics (hall be the ſame 
that 1s worn by Chriſt; who ſhall change our Vile 
Bodies,and faſhion them like unto his Glorious 
Body. But tor the Nature and Depree of the 
Glory of Chriſt's Body, That remains a 9voveiler, 
a difhcult thing to be underſtood ; or rather 
not fo difficult, as incomprehenſible. Our Re- 
courſe 1n This caſe muſt be to rational Conje- 
Aures; and thoſe Conjectures are to be made 
by what we find in God's Word of the Body 
of Chriſt. (Not trom Ariſtotle,or Plato,or mecr- 
ly human Reaſon ;) For ſuch as 1s, in point of 
Quality,the Body of His Glory ; ſuch the word 
of God has promiſed ſhall be or own. And by 
cauſe 
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cauſe oppolites pur together do help to i]lu- 
ſtrate one another, let us conſider the Body of 
Chriſt 1n the loweſt pitch of its Abaſement,and A | 
obſerve 1n what meaſure 'twas glorious Ther ; 
before we judg of the ſame in its Exaltation. For, 
6.3. During the Time of His Mortality,(whilſt 
vet he emptied himſelf of Glory,) his Body was 
* Joh. 1.14 Glorzous 1n This reſpect;that indeed 7t was full * 
of Grace. For Grace 15 the Preamble of Glory ; 
the Life of Grace 1s a Preface or Introduftion 
to That of Glory. When the Word was made Fleſh, 
and dwelt among us; Is Fleſh in This reſpect 
was glorious, that it was pure, and ſpotleſs,and 
* ver. 36, AS Immaculate as a * Lamb : yes and in this 
reſpect alſo, that it was able to work wonders; 
as being ſometimes Iwi/ible ; ſometimes walk- 
ing upon the Sea; ſometimes curing the moſt 
inveterate Diſcaſes, ſometimes raiſing up the 
j| Dead; ſometimes over-ruling and caſting our 
| Devils; once communicating Vertue to the 'y 
I Hem of his Garment; which when a Woman 
| had buttouch't,He found that YVertue was gone 
Matt. 9. :<: Out of him; and ſhe was healed in that wery 
Inſtant. Let us go but a ſtep higher,I mean to 
Mount Tabor ; and we ſhall find him 7Transfigur'd 
in ſuch a manner, that his Face did ſhine as the 
Mart. 17.22 Sun,and his veryRaiment was white as the light.T.c&t 
us advance higher yct, from Mount 7 abor unto 
Mount 
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Mount Son; where (having purged our Sins) He 
fare down on the right hand of rhe Majeſty on high; 
and there(if we can) let us imagin,how bright his 
Body muſt needs be,who Himſelf is the Brightneſs 


of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Pex. ved. 1. . 


ſon. Here it may therefore be fitly argued 4 Mz- 
Tori ad Majus, If his Body was ſo Glorious whillt 
here upon Earth, whilſt he was yet but 1n his 
Nadir,his ſtate of Exinanition; what muſt the Glo- 
ry of it be in his Apogaum? now that his Body is 
in 1ts Zenith,the utmolt pitch of its ſublimity ? To 
ſav it ſhines as the Sun, 1s a poor Expreſſion; for 
ſo ic did on Mount Zabor. To ſpeak it glorious 
as the /ight, 1s at leaſt as ſhort, and an arrant 
Meioſis; tor ſo was the Garment of his Body upon 
the very ſame Mount. It muſt content us there- 
fore to ſay, (with St.Paul to the Corinthians,) that 
now we know but. in part ; only This 1s our Com- 
fort, that when T hat which is perfett is come, then 
that which is in part ſhall be done away. 

6.4. Come we now 1n the next place from our 
Lord's Body,unto our own. Which that "twill cer- 
tainly be transfigur d, as well as rats d, 1s told us 
expreſly in This Text, and deducible from the 
words wherewith St. Fohn declares his VISION. 
I ſaw (faith He) a new Heaven, and a new Earth : 
(Rev.21.1.) and he who ſate upon the Throne, ſaid, 
Behold, I make all things new. (v.5.) Nor can we 

P think 
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think that ozr Bodies ſhall alone remain 9/4, when 
all things elſe arc made New, both Hcaven, and 
Earth. No,they ſhall be fo renew'd,and in a man- 
ner ſo amazing,that being ſown in Corruption, they 
ſhall be raiſed. in Incorruption ; being ſown in Diſho- 
nour, they ſhall be raiſed again in Glory; being ſown 
here in weakneſs, they ſhall be raiſed again in Po- 
wer ; and being but Natural Bodics Now, they 
ſhall be then Spiritualizd. In a word, 7his Cor- 
ruptible muſt put on Incorruption ; and this Mortal 
muſt put on Immortality. And this we are told by 
That Apoſtle, who was caught wp to the * Third 
Heaven : Nay, we are told tarther yet, By the only 
begotten of the Father, who came from Heaven, that 
-,. the Righteous (1n That Day ) ſhall ſhine forth as 
the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. As the Sun 
in point of Czality; but far more glorious in De- 
oree. For the Sun which 1s at preſent lo far ad- 
vanced over our Heads, will ther be dignified 
enough, in being as far under our Feet. The 
Light St.Paul ſaw on Earth,was above the bright- 
nels of the Sun; not only equa//'d,but excell'd it, 
AF.26.13. What then would he have ſeen, had 
he been in Heaven? when we hereafter ſhall have 
heard the beatifick Invitation of God the Son, 
[Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you, enter ye into the Joy of your Lord,) 
we ſhall /ook down upon the Sr, as a Thing - 
On 
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low us; and below us in /zſtre, as well as Place. 
For we ſhall ſee the Face of God; and whil(t we 
ſee, we ſhall be /ike him. This is Glory in its Al- 
titude, for the Righteous man to ſhine like the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs; 1n compariſon with whom, 
the Created Sun of Natures but as Sackcloth. And 
here again we may argue 4 minori ad majus, If 
the Face even of Moſes did fo exceedingly ſhine 
forth by ſeeing God in Mount Sinai,that He was 
fain to wear a Veil when he went again down to 
his people Iſrael; and 1f the Face of St. Stephen 
(even in the Eyes of his bitter Enemies) was like 


f13 


the Face of an Angel, before he ſaw the Heavens xx. .... 
opened, and Jeſus flanding on the right hand of God; 7 


How much more ſhall we ſhine, ( on a ſuppoſal 
of our being Sons of God,) when we ſhall drink 
of His Fulneſs, to whom the Sun in the Firma- 
ment 1s but a /hadow? Even a Candle in a dark 
Night 1s fo glorious a Body, as to make in ſome 
meaſure a kind of Artificial Day, whilſt it iUlu- 


I V. 55, 58. 


ſtrates the Medium through which we ſee: where- 


as the ſame Candle at Noon, when the Sun be- 
comes Vertical, waxeth fo Vile, and inſignificant, 
ſo far from helping us to ſee, that 'tis hardly fo 
much as feer. So tho' the Sun, when he 1s culmi- 
nant,does even dazle us with his brightneſs, whilſt 
we inhabit Vile Bodies, and our Foundation 1s 1n 
the Duſt, yet when our Bodies ſhall be made hea- 
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venly; when Chriſt ſhall change our vile Bodies; 
and faſhion them like unto his glorious Body ; Then 
the Sun will gather blackneſs, and be in the na- 


ture of a Cloud. For lo dazling is the Glory of 


the Lord God of Hoſts, to whatſoever Glory it 
1s which 1s /eſs than Infinite ; that we mav fav 
with the Plalnnſt in This Senſe alſo, Clouds and 
Darkneſs are round about him. So very tar docs the 
Creator out-ſhine his Creatures ; that as ſhadows 
are to pictures,and Foils to Diamonds,and Clouds 
to the Sun, ſo the Sun, and the Moon,and All o- 
ther Luminaries of Heaven,are but as Clouds,and 
thick Miſts in the {1ght of God. Clouds and dark- 
neſs are round about him, tho righteouſneſs and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his Seat. We have it. 


from St. John 1n his Revelations, that the Sun in; 


God's preſence does * cealc to ſhine ; after the 
manner of a Candle 1n the: preſence of the Sun: 
Or rather as a Glow-worm does ceaſe to ſhine 
at Noon-day. Now This we know (faith St. John) 
ſuppoſing. our ſelves the Sons of God, that whe: 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him. And that for 
this reaſon;becaufe we ſhall ſee him as He is. And 
St. Paul to the ſame purpoſe : Now we ſee through 


a Glaſs, darkly; But Then face to face : Now we- 


know only in part ; who then ſhall know, even as 
alſo we are known. | 

6.5. But what 1s the Reaſon of St. Zohx's Rea- 
{on, 
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ſon, that we ſhall. he therefore like him, becauſe we 
ſhall fee him as be Is? The plain reaſon 1s,becauſe 
the Reflexion of his Beauty ſhall be imprinted up- 
on our perſons, whilſt we beho/d him. For every 
Subject which 1s made capable, (as Then the Bo- 
dy of Man will be,) does receive the very Image 
of That which ſees it; as well as the Image of 
what it ſees. As for Example; or to ſpeak more 
exactly, for 1//uftration, ({ince no Example can be 
g1ven of ſuch a Beatifick Viſion as now we ſpeak 
ot ;) when we look upon a Glaſs, which by be- 
ing Polite, but not tranſparent, reflets the Image 
of our perſons, 'Tis called a Looking-Glaſs very 
ficly ; becauſe 1n our /ooking upon 1, It ſeems to 
be /ooking upon Us too.. Face does ſo anſwer Face, 
in point of Motion, form, and figure; that cx- 
actly ſuch as we are, (whether fair,or foul,) even 
ſuch a True Glaſs will repreſent us. Yet-every_ 
Glaſs 1s not a Mirroir: For we look- through it; 
it pellucid ; and it lucid but unpoliſh'd,we look 
upon It as on a Wa/l;- or any other Opaque Bod. 
Bur. when there 15 quick-{1Iver on one 1ide, and 
politure on the other; Then to look upon the 
Glaſs, 1s to beget. ones own /iheneſs by its-Re- 
flexion. The like to which may be ſaid (and per- 
haps with greater fitneſs) of the Sun ſhining up- 
on a River; which being clear,and deep enough; 
becomes as a Looking-Glaſs to the Sun. 2» 
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Sun, it he had Eyes, might ſee his Face in that 


River; I mean the Reflexion, or Image of it. 
6.6. Apply we This now (with fear and reve- 
rence, and as far as lawfully we may,) to the 
Caſe in hand. When God Almighty ſhall appear 
after the general Reſurrection, and we together 
with Him in Glory ; we ſhall not be able to look 
on God, without his looking upon us too; For 
ſo wholoeyer eyes the Sun, muſt have the Sun 
in his eye; and {o we may be to one another,at 
once the Object, and Agent too, As when any 
two Men do mutually gaze on each others cyes, 
they do project cach others Face to and fro ar 
the ſame Inſtant. Now our Perſons in Heaven 
will be fo poliſhed,(when this Corruptible ſhall have 
put on Incorruption, ) that we ſhall be 1n reſpect 
of God,what Looking:-Glaſles arc 1n reſpect of Vs , 
we receiving his likeneſs, as they do ovrs. We re- 
flecting His Beauty, as they do our wants of it. 
We ſhall be Mirroirs exactly made ; a kind of 
Looking-glafles with Eycs ; whilſt by ſeeing as 
we are ſeen,and repreſenting the Image of what we 
ſee, we ſhall therefore be /ike unto God himſelf, 
becauſe we ſball fee him as he Is. This 1s what I 

have to ſay of St. Fohn's Expreſſion. 

6.7. But if to /ook upon Gods to be /ike him, 
(ſome may tacitly here object,) not only We,but 
All things elſe ſhall be like him, on — his 

ory 
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Glory ſhall be obje&ted. To which I anſwer, it 
does not follow : For every object 1s not capable 
ct Reflexion. Diaphanous Bodies (as the Air) do 
not terminate, but tranſmit our Rayes. Nor is 
cyery Reflexion of the ſame Nature, or Degree. 
For tho' the Beams of the Sun may-be reflected 
from a Dunghill ; they cannot be ſo, as from a 
Diamond.The more excellent the object,the more 
of Glory it will receive. Here our Eyes are but 
earthy ; and tho' Refined earth indeed, yet they 
are but once refined: And by reaſon of that,(we 
being now drawn to the Dregs of Naturec,) we 
cannot well /oo4 upon the Szr,unkeſs it be through 
a Veil. Much lels are we able to fee the Glory of 
God, without the Ruin of the Organ by which 
we ſce. This the Heathens repreſented by the 1- 
maginary meeting of Zzpiter and Semele. But we 
are taught more cxactly by the ſtupendous (tho' 
Real) Interview, of God and Moſes. T beſeech thee 


(ſaid Moſes to God himlſelt ) /bew me thy Glory. To Pao 35 


whom God anlwer'd, 7 hou canſt not ſee my Face ; 
for there ſhall no man ſee my Face and live. When 
my Glory paſſeth by, I will put thee in a Cleft of the 
Rock, and TI will cover thee with my Hand whilſt I 
paſs by. And I will take away my hand, and thou 
ſhalt ſee my Back-parts, but my Face ſhall. not be 
ſeen. A paſlage of Scripture, which ſtands 1in 


grcat need of an Explication, as being: wholly 
ſpoken; 
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ſpoken by the figure Anthropopathia; wherein the 
Face of Fehovah imports the Cauſes.and Reaſons of 
God's diſpenſing his Benefits and Bleftings to us ; 
and theſe are known to God only. But the Back- 
parts ſeem to 11gnifie the Bleſſings and Benefits 
Themſelves, whercby we ſee Him, who 1s Inviſible, 
in his effefts. (as the Heavens declare the Glory of 
God, and the Firmament ſheweth his handy-work.) 
Nor do we ſee only and hear of his wonderous 
works, but do every day ta/te of his Goodneſs to 
us. 'Tis the expreſſion of Holy David, ſpeaking 
of God in his Eftects to the Sons of Men. We 
ſee our Bodies are here lo vile, that our Facy]- 
tics are deſtroyable by the Tranſcendency of 
their Obje&ts. And tho' we hope to /ize here- 
after by ſeeing God ; yet whilſt we are grovcling 
here below, 'tis Death to ſee him. 

6.8. From hence we may make a good con- 
jecture, how far our Bodies muſt be changed in 
the general Reſurrection, as well as raisd. Our 
Eyes muſt be changed in ſuch a mcaſure of 
ſtrength and Brightnels, as to be able to [ce our 
Maker without a skreen, or a Partition. All our 
Organs muſt be proportion to the Tranſcen- 
dency of their objects, that the Exuberances of 


- Glory may not be able to overcome them; and 


that the ſame, iz that Day, may become a Bea- 
rifick, which would be mow a Deſtrufive Vilion. 
A 
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A little wind (we all know) will £1 the Sails of 
a little Boat ; when a great deal will over-turr it, 
A little Doſe of the Grand Flixir will quicken a 
Man when he is dying; when the ſame over-doſed 
will but kill him with a Recovery. They ſay the 
Cataracts of Nile, which may be heard many 
Miles oft,are much too loud to be heard at hand. 
They whom they deaten,cannot perceive ſuch un- 
proportionable Noiſes. For Senſibile ſupra ſenſo- 
rium tollit ſenſationem. As when a Book of any 
writing 1s brought too near to a Man's eye, he is | 
not able to read a Line. So a Competent Light 
does refreſh our eyes; when too much of it does 
but annoy them. The Sur 1s but a dim thing, in 
compariſon with its Creator ; and yet it has a 
Brightneſs will ſtrike us blind : Swntgue oculis 
Tenebre pre tanto Lumine oborte. Even Darknels 
is the Product of too much Light. And there- 
fore our Eycs mult needs receive ſuch an unſpeak- 
able Alrteration,when we come to appear face to 
face before God ; as that we may /7»e, and be 
made happy, by the fight of That Glory, which 
now would kill us by being ſeen. 

6. 9. Of the many momentous Lefors which 
may be drawn from This Doctrine,let us content 
our (clves with ſuch, as are ſhort, and obviozs. 

Firſt 1f our Bodies are here fo /:le, as in ſeve- 
ral reſpects they have been made appear to be; 


of | then 


LR 


Principal Leſſons to be taken ChV 


- then let us not value them over-much ; let us 


not loye them over-dearly ; Jet us nat carry our 
ſelyes rowards them with over-much fondneſs 
and delectation. Let us not hate our own fleſh, 
nor yet be amorous of its features ; or fooliſhly 
cat A wats to its Deſires. Let us love it in ſuch a 


manner, as we are bound to love our Children ; 


ſo far forth as to cored it, and keep it carcfully 
in Subjefion, Nothing can be truer than that of 
Solomon ;and nothing more of uſe to our preſent 


Pro.13.24 purpoſe. He that ſpareth his Rod, hateth his Child, 


But He that loveth him, chaſtizeth him betimes. It 
is as much a Parent's Duty, to give his Child 
duc Correfion ; as Food, and Rayment. The /ater 
being no more needtul unto the Being of a Child, 
than the former to his well Being. For want of 
the former more eſpecially, the truit of a Man's 
Body tends to the Ruin of a Man's Soul. Nor is 
he ſaid with more Truth to be the Father of his 
Child;than he is of his Child's Deftruion. Is there 
any Ground ſo good, as to need no weeding ? or 
will it bring forth Corn enough, without the Se- 
ycrity of the Plough ? No, there's ſo much of a 
Brute Beaft, in the beſt of Fleſh and Blood,by de- 
praved Nature, as many times to ſtand in need 
of a very ſtrong Bridle; and as many times pol- 
ſibly of a very ſharp Spwr. Now this Compariſon 


is to inform us, with what a ſevere, but —_ 
INd- 


F 
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kindneſs, we ought to love our own fleſh in its 
ſtate of Vileneſs, to make 1t capable and fit for 
a ſtate of Glory: We mult ſtritly watch over it; 
and keep it within an hourly Diſcipline, If we 
find it grows Idle; we muſt be Taskmaſters to it, 
and make it work for its living. If we find it re. 
luftant, and loth to /abozr; we muſt feed it for 
a while with the Bread of Scarceneſs, and beget 
in it an Appetite, to make 1t capable of more, 
If we find 1t grows wanton with too good uſage; 
we muſt carry a ftri hand oyer it. We muſt 
take St.Paul's Rod, and vmwwittar ro awna, fo beat 
the Body black and blue, (for that is the mean- 
ing of the word,) as to keep it zrder, ard at 
Command. Whether by faſting, or watching, or 
other auſtere Admuniſtrations; as Reaſon ſhall 
dictate, and need require. As Vile a Body as it 
1s, we muſt not let 1t want any thing, which we 


find by experience will do 1t good; whether it 
be for its Incouragement, or for the keeping of it 
11n Awe. We mult allow it 1ts Times of Pleaſure, 
/ when we think it may tend to its greater profit ; 


I mean to its proficiency in the doing God Service. 
As there 1s ſure to be a time when we muſt ne- 
ceſlarily puniſh, ſo there may be a Time to re- 
ward it alſo. For tho' the Body of a Man 1s the 
worſt Mafter in the world ; yet being well diſct- 
plin'd,twill make a very good Mule; by patiently 

Q 2 bearing 


I22 


1 Tim. 9.8. 
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bearing any Burden, which our hcavenly Lord 
and Maſter ſhall lay upon. it ; whether it be the 
Yoke, or the Croſs. of Chriſt. And. therctore the 
Beaſt muſt have its Provender, that it may not 
fink under us Load; But fill we muſt have it in 
our Remembrance; that God appointed the Spi- 
xit to be its Rider. 

Hrioyov y1wpmny Pnoas «&)vweplor % 2k 1v, 

As the College of Pythagoreans ( however they 
were Heathens ) were taught to teach us. We 
muſt not therefore, even for ſhame, permit the 
Soul to hold the ftirrup, whilſt the Vile Body of 
OUr Aﬀections (the To TETEL Wo oy Ov nuiv, AS Art- 
ftotle words it, ) hath unworthily leave given it 
co mount the Saddle. "Tis true the Fleſh muſt 
be kept as clean and ſweet, as it is poſſible; and 
nouriſhed.'for /abowr, tho' not for Luft. But (till 
the Coft,and the Care, mult be proportioned unto 
its Vileneſs. The Back and Belly muſt not pur us 
to unproportionable Charges; tho' the one muſt 
have food; and the other rayment. Having theſe 
two, Let us-therewith be content, ſaith St. Paul to 
Timothy. The ſhorteſt way and the ſurcft co lel- 
ſen the Yileneſs of the Body, and withall to make 
it fit for a g/orious Change, 1s both to feed it and 
to cloath it with the' Body of Chriſt. Firſt to feed 
it. For his Fleſh is meat -indeed, Joh.6.55. So ſaid 
he touching himlſclt, who 1s himſclt the Bread of 


life 
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life which came down from Heaven. (v. 50.) Se- 
condly to cloath it. Put ye on the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt ; (ſaid our Apoſtle ro the Chriſtians 


who dwelt at Rome. ) That. is proviſion for the *** 13-4 


Spirit; to feed upon Chrilt, is to put him on. 
But to make any for the Fleſh, tor the fulfilling 
of its Luſts, and che gratification of its Ambi- 
tions; 15s ſo to provide for the Vile Body, as 
to render 1t ſo much the Vier. 

6.10. But: paſs we onwards from the firſt to: 
the ſecond Ule of this Doctrin. For ſeeing 
whatſoever the Body ſba!'be, Ir is at preſent 
excecding Vile; we mult not ſtand in fear of 
Them who can deſtroy the Body only, but are not 
able to hurt the S2ul. We muſt only fear Him, 
who is able to caſt both Soul- and Body into Hell. 
It is not Vile only in This, that it was taken 
out of the Duſt ; and 1s a Nurſery of Diſcalcs ; 
and fit for nothing after Death, unlels ro be 
caſt unto the Dunghull ; (if ar leaſt it 1s fi 
tor Thar ;,) Bur it has a Mora/.Vilenels; a fil- 
thy Leproſie of Sin; which makes it liable 
to the Death which 1s call'd Damnation: And 
who would care to be bercav'd of ſuch a De- 
ſpicable Body, as 1s not worthy the Preſerva- 
uo0n? or having-a-juit Ground of Hope, thar 
the Vile Body ſhall be Changed; and changed 


for the better 1n all reſpects; and ſo infer 
Or. 


——— 
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for the better, as that we ſhall injoy an Im- 

* : Cor.15.43, PAſlibility of our Senſes; a * Spirituality of 
our members; an 1imperceptibility of our mo. 

tions; an impeccability of our Aﬀections ; a 

ſtrange 1immenſity of our Knowledge; and an 

ctermty of our Duration;Who would not ſay 

of his Deſtroyers, in caſe of Martyrdom for 

Chriſt, and the Chriſtian Faith ; what Socrates 
«exe (114 heartily touching his Anytus,and Melitus ; 


| FT. ; Juyaslais R 
| Brad $ wir Kal us they may,but they cannot hurt us * Who 


17192. would not be contented, with what St. Paul 

was defirous of ? to be difſol#d, and to be with 

Chriſt? Who would grumble or repine at his 
being zncloath'd on a good account, when Sr. 
l | Paul groaned earneſtly, to be cloathed upon with 
an houſe ow Heaven? and when the later can- 
not be had, without the former? For Death 
is the Door to a Life of Glory. Immortality 
cannot begin, till this Life 1s ended. Nor is 1t 
ſaid by St. Fohn in his Revyclation, Bleſſed are 
the Living,who live 1n Plenty,and Pleaſure,and 
great Applauſe; But Bleſſed are the Dead who 


Rev. 14: 13- die in the Lord.------ 


-=-=======- ultima ſemper 
Expeflanda dies eſto; dicique Beatus 
Ante obitum Nemo, ſupremaq; funera debet. 


There 


De. 4. 
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There are ſo many things do happen between 
the Cup and the Lip, that no Man living can 
imagin what a Day may bring forth. Nor 
can he call his life happy, until he knows how 
he ſhall dye. Who would not then be con- 
rented to ſowe in Tears, upon condition of an 
allurance to reap in Foy? Who would not 
think 1t an ca(te Crols, for a Chriſtian (whilſt 
he 1s here) to go on his way weeping, that he 


may come again with foy, and bring his ſheaves 


with him? Who would not ſay with the Pro- 


I25 


phet forah, it is better for me to dye than to Jo +3: 


live? And with the Royal Eccleſiaſtes, The 


Day of Death is more precious,. than the day of 
ones Birth; It is better to go into the houſe of 


Mourning, than to abide in the houſe of Mirth; 
Sorrow is better than laughter ; and better is the 
End of a thing, than the Beginning ; who (I ſay) 
would.not cloſe with all Theſe Paradoxecs in 


Ectlel. 7. 1, 2, 
3, 8. 


Scripture, whole Converſation here is ſuch, as g,, . .. 


becomes the Goſpel? And to which he knows 1s 
conſequent a Crown of Righteouſneſs laid up ? 
That 1s the word of our Apoſtle, 2 7m. 2.8. 
Aormor dawixalc, henceforth is laid up for me, Oc. 
laid up ſafely, as 10 a Treaſury ot all good things; 
concerning which St. Paul ſaith,(with the Pro- 
phet Eſa,) Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, net- 


Iſai. 64. 4» -. 


ther hath the heart of man been ever able to con- ? Philip. ». 8. - 


celve, 
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ceive, (and much leſs the Tongre to utter,) the 
things which God hath prepared for Them .that 
love him. Who then would place his whole 
Felicity in a Valley of Tears, and in the miſer- 
able Contentments of outward Scnſc,like Eſa 
in the old Teſtament, and like Dives in the 
New, when with Facob, and Lazarus, he may 
be lodged by the Angels in Abraham's Boſom ? 
Rev. 21.4" Where God ſhall wipe away all Tears from our 
PRL 161 Eyes; Where Foy will ſhew it ſdlf in its falneſs ; 
and where there will be pleaſures for evermore ; 
where 7eſus Chriſt the faithful witneſs, the firſt 
begotten of the Dead, who hath loved us and 
Rev. 1.6, Waſhed zs from our Sins in his own blood, ſhall 
make us all Kings and Prieſts unto God and his 
Father ; ſhall cloath us all in white Robes; and 
put his Palmes into our hands; and havin 
{wallow'd up Death in Victory, ſhall Wes 
* Rev. 5.9, 13. us tO {ing an £@VIX1OV, even a New * 50ng of 
& 7.9, 16 Triumph, Salvation unto our God; for thou waſt 1 
Slain, and haſt redeemed us to God, by thy blood. 
Bleſſing, honour, glory, and power, to him that li. 


wveth for ever and ever, 


FF & & 1 


